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CHARACTEXK OF ABRAHAM. 


Concluded. 


IT early became a custom in society, to continue names to future 
sovereigns, which had acquired renownin their predecessors. Pharaoh, 
a title signifying an avenger, was as common a surname of ancient 
Egyptian princes, as was Ptolemy, a name importing a hero in the 
field, of such as governed at later periods. The successors of the 
Macedonian conqueror were proud to assume the name of Alexan- 
der; as were the emperors of Rome to be called invincible Czsars. 
In like manner, every sovereign of the Persians is a sophi, of the 
Turks a sultan, and of the Tartars a khan. 

As Abraham, leaving Mamre, after the destruction of Sodom, pur- 
sued his journey to the southward, he resided a while at Gerar. whose 
king was Abimelech. The name Abimelech imports a ruler, in 
whom the monarch and the father are united. It was borne by the king 
of Gerar’s successor; was in common use among the sovereigns of 
Gath; and was employed by a son of Gideon, when he, with equal 
perfidy and cruelty, aimed at universal lordship over the tribes of 
Israel. Before this monarch of Gerar, Abraham repeated the folly 
of denying his wife. 

The time at length arrived in which the child of promise should 


appear: Isaac was born, when the years of Abraham equalled a cen- 
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tury. The name given by his parents was expressive of their matual 
joy: it signifies /aughter. When the child was weaned, “ Abraham 
made a great feast.” Similar rejoicings on such occasions are in the 
east still continued. The pleasures the testival promised, were, in a 
considerable degree, destroyed by the conduct of Ishmael, who was 
pow a youth of sixteen. He made mockery of Isaac; and Sarah 
saw him. This the fond mother could not endure: she importunes 
Abraham to cast out the bond woman and her son. The request was 
a distressing one: God, however, directed Abraham * to hearken un- 
to her voice ;” renewing the assurance, that, while in Isaac his seed 
should be called, Ishmael should become “ a nation.”’ Early the fol- 
lowing morning, probably before Sarah arose, after supplying Hagar 
and her son with necessary provisions, “ putting’? them himself “ up- 
on her shoulder,” he dismissed her. The poor outcast, either with 
design, her grief inspiring a wish for solitude, or because she had 
mistaken her way, ** wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.”’ The 
water from her bottle was soon spent. Ishmael endured fatigue and 
thirst even werse than his distressed mother. Such, indeed, is the 
temperament of the human body, that extreme grief will sometimes 
for a while supply the office of aliment. Ishmael seems to have fainted 
from the want of drink: his anxious mother laid him under “ one of 
the shrubs,”’ to protect him from the fervours of the sun. Thevenot, 
in his travels, adduces an affecting instance of affliction in this same 
wilderness, which had a remarkable correspondence with the case of 
Ishmael. ‘ Passing by the side of a bush,” says he, “ we heard a 
voice that called to us; and being come to the place, we found a poor 
languishing Arab, who told us that he had not eaten a bit for five days: 
we gave him some victuals and drink, with a provision of bread for 
two days more, and so went on our way.’ Hagar, as her son lay un- 
der the shrub, retired a small distance. The poignancy of her sor- 
rows is described in the most pathetic language. ‘ She went and sat 
her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot ; for 
she said, let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over 
against Aim, and lifted up her voice and wept.”* The cries of deep 
distress, like music on the waters, are heard afar. The very silence 
of affliction is eloquence and prayer in the sight of God. Ishmael 
lay apparently dying, and was probably speechless: yet “ God heard 
the voice of the lad; and the angel of the Lord called to Hagar out 
of heaven, and said unto her, what aileth thee, Hagar?” Without 
waiting a reply, he bids her banish her fears, promises that her son 
sheuld become the progenitor of a “ great nation,’”’ and presents to 


* Genesis xxi. 16. 
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her view a “well of water.” From the well she filled her bottle, 
and administered to the necessities of her son. Ishmael grew and 
prospered, and became eminent as anarcher. He was, perhaps, fond 
of the bow from his childhood. It is an exquisite stroke in the pic- 
ture of Hagar’s affliction, that the distance she withdrew from her 
child was “ a bowshot.”” The bow and quiver probably lay neglect- 
ed by the side of her son; but the space of a “ bowshot” the affec- 
tionate mother had often observed, and could well remember. Arche- 
ry, or the art of employing the bow and arrow for slaughter in war, 
and recreation in peace, is of great antiquity. Before the discovery 
of gunpowder, and the use of cannon, they were the instruments for 
battle among all nations. Fire arms have sunk them into almost to- 
tal disuse. The skill of Robin Hood and his cotemporaries, in arche- 
ry, in the midland counties of England, is not more celebrated than 
that of Adam Bell and Clim of the Clough, in the north. The fields 
and squares in London were not kept open so much for the health of 
the city, as to give opportunity to associations of archers for im- 
proving in the use of the bow. Sir William Davenport, in a curious 
old composition, which he calls “ The Long Vacation in Lendon,” 
humorously describes the attornies and proctors making their matches 
in Finsbury fields : 
** With loynes in canvass bow-case tied, 
** Where arrows stick with mickle pride, 


“ Like ghosts of Adam Bell and Clymme, 


‘* Sol sets for fear they’ll shoot at him.” *‘ 


Of the Kedarenes, who descended from Kedar, a son of Ishmael, 
the prophet Isaiah says—* All the glory of Kedar shall fail, and the 
residue of the number of archers,’’* 

Soon after the departure of Hagar from her master’s family, Abim- 
elech and his chief captain, Phicol, sought alliance with Abraham. 
To this, on condition of the restoring of a well of water, which the 
servants of Abimelech had seized by violence, Abraham consented. 
By the presenting of cattle, a covenant was made between them. 
The patriarch on this “ planted a grove in Beersheba, and called 
there on the name of the Lord the everlasting God.”’ From his ex- 
ample, groves, especially of the oak tree, were planted by the hea- 
thens, for the worship of their gods. The oak was sacred to Jupiter. 
In Gaul and Britain, the highest honours were paid to it, and to 
the misletoe on its summit. This latter plant, found on the oak tree, 
we are told by Pliny, was considered as a sign that it was the choice 
of God. Druids derived their name from this tree ; thev were friests 


* Isaiah xxi. 16, 17. 
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of the oaks. When worshipping in groves became subservient te. 


idolatry, Jehovah forbade its continuance.* 

Many were the sorrows Abraham had already endured, but one 
more severe than all the rest remained. It was the pleasure of God 
to try the faith of his servant. He said, * Take now thy son, thine 
only son, Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Mo. 
riah, and offer him there upon one of the mountains which I will tel 
thee of.”” What a sum of affliction is here! Take not a servant, but 
a son; not Ishmael, but thy beloved Isaac; cut him in pieces; im. 
pose his dissevered limbs after the manner of a burnt offering, upon 
an altar to be erected by thyself, and there burn him toashes. Begin, 
without delay, thy journey, and travel until I show thee the solemn 
mountain. The father of the faithful obeys! Early the next morn- 
ing he rises, saddles his ass, takes with him two servants and his son, 
cleaves the wood for the dreadful sacrifice, and goes towards the dis- 
tant eminence. On the tiird day he sees its rising summit: he di- 
rects the young men to abide with the ass, while himself and the lad 
proceed to worship. Isaac becomes the bearer of the wood, while 
the father at his side sustains in one hand the fire, in the other the 
sharpened knife. Approaching the spot, Isaac asks for the victim ; 
“ Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the jamb for a burnt of- 
fering ?”? O what a poniard to a father’s heart! But faith prevailed. 
«¢ My son,” said he, * God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering.” At length they reach the place: Abraham builds an al- 
tar, disposes of the wood in order, binds his son; nor does the youth, 
with the vigour of thirty, attempt to prevail over the infirmities of a 
father, older by a hundred years than himself: the knife is taken, the 
hand lifted up; when, at the last moment, the angel of the Lord calls 
to him frcm heaven, and bids him forbear! The prophet, looking 
around, astonished at the voice, sees a ram caught by his horns ina 
thicket: he leads 1 to the altar, where it bleeds and burns in the 
stead of his son. The good old man, affected with the signal deliy- 
erance, Called tie name of the place Jehovah-jireh, the Lord will see, 
or provide ; or, as some render the name, the Lord will be seen. The 
circumstance gave rise to a pious pruverb, which continued in use 
until the days of Mioses; nor is its memory lost; the christian still 
finds occasion for singing, 

The mout of danger is the place, 
* Where we shall see surprising grace.” 

In many points of view is Isaac, in this story, to be regarded as a 
type of the crucified Redcemer. He was the beloved son of his fa- 


* Exodus xxxiv. 13. 
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ther, yet it was the part of the father to put him to death. He suf- 
fered not by violence, but was meek and voluntary. Himself bore the 
wood on which he was toexpire. But the son of Abraham is per- 
mitted to escape the stroke—Messiah must not escape. He is not 
only the Isaac, but the lamb. No angel from the sky bids the lifted 
arm of justice forbear. His father on the cross forsakes him ; the 
veil of the temple is rent; the earth rocks; the heavens are black- 
ness; his loud voice pierces the gloom; he gives up the ghost. 

The angel called to Abraham a second time, and with an oath re- 
newed the assurance of a numerous seed and a universal blessing. 
The connexion of the story, as related in the book of Genesis, deter- 
mines the angel to have been Jehovah himself. In her 120th year, 
Sarah died. Hers is the only entire age of a female, which the scrip- 
ture contains. Abraham bemoaned the loss, and procured of the 
children of Heth a burial place. This is the first mention of the 
purchase of land. Ihe agreement, on both sides, was conducted with 
equity, politeness, and manly generosity. For “ the field of Ephron,” 
in the presence of the children of Heth, Abraham “ weighed”’ four 
hundred shekels of silver. The practice of weighing money, still 
obtains in Egypt and Turkey, in Syria and in China. The origin 
of coining, is ascribed to the Lydians. No coins, however, ap- 
pear to have been struck among the Jews, till the time of the Macca- 
bees. Silver was not coined in Rome, until nearly five hundred years 
after its foundation, and gold not till upwards of six hundred 
years. The first gold coined in England was by the order of Henry 
III. inthe-year 1257. This measure was so unpopular, that the city 
of London petitioned against it. It is justly observed by the authors 
of the Cyclopedia, * that the progress of metals, as representatives 
of property, seems to have kept pace with the increase of wealth and 
commerce. Iron, brass, and copper, first answered the purposes of 
_ money, silver next followed, and, as property increased, gold succeed- 
ed.” 

Cremation, or the burning of dead bodies, was practised by many 
of the ancients, and is still in use in different parts of the world. An 
idea was entertained, by many of the heathens, that fire was the first 
principle of all things: the sooner, therefore, any body could be re- 
duced to its primary state, the better. Among the Jews, and through- 
out the christian world, burying of the dead body under the earth has 
been in use. Dust we are, and to dust we return. Abraham, speck- 
ing of his deceased Sarah, calls her Ais dead: “ bury my dead out of 
my sight.’ Death does not dissolve the bonds ot pious friendship: 
the resurrection will gloriously repair what mortality defaces. 
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The story of the sending of Eleazer to obtain a wife for Isaac, as 
recorded in the 24th chapter of the book of Genesis, supplies a fine 
example of the anxiety of a father’s heart for the virtuous settle. 
ment of his son. It exhibits the simplicity of ancient manners. Re. 
bekah, the daughter of Bethuel, consented to feturn with Abraham’s 
servant. Isaac, as he went out in the evening to his devotions, saw 
the camels approach; he was soon introduced into the company of 
Rebekah; and she became his wife. 

Besides Sarah, perhaps after her death, Abraham took another 
wife, whose name was Keturah: she was the mother of six sons. To 
these, in the decline of life, the patriarch gave portions, and sent 
them to settle in the country east of Canaan. They carried with them 
the religion of their father; and their posterity long preserved it. 
Over this venerable patriarch, the shadows of the evening were now 
stretched out. Having bequeathed his possessions to Isaac, at the 
age of 175, he “ gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age,” and 
was buried by the side of his Sarah. At the funeral of their father, 
both Isaac and Ishmael were present, perhaps for the first time since 
the day when the mockery of the latter divided them. It is well, 
when, by a common sorrow, the animosities of brethren are suspend- 
ed, and would be still better, were they perfectly and for ever de. 
stroyed. 


—— + 


ON SOME OF THE REASONS WHICH PREVENTED A COMPLETE 
REFORMATION FROM POPERY IN THE TIME OF LUTHER. 


THE period of the protestant reformation will be for ever eminent 
in church history. The papal empire was shaken to its centre, and 
‘can never recover its former dominion over the minds of men. But 
the time had not yet arrived, which God had set for the destruc- 
tion of Antichrist, and which he revealed by the prophet, to the church, 
as the wished for peried when the kingdoms of this world should 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. By the refor- 
mation, it is true, several very important ends were accomplished. 
The human mind was roused from its lethargy, and all its natural ener- 
gies excited to that variety of action which is calculated to strengthen 
and improve the understanding, and contribute to the production of 
that high degree of civilization, which is to prevail when the church 
shall appear in her millennial splendour. The elements of sacred 
truth were discovered, collected, and explained. The holy scriptures 
were delivered from the bondage in which they had been held ; trans- 
lated into a variety of languages, and transmitted to every corner of 
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the world, in order to utter a voice more distinct, loud, and lasting, 
than that of the Baptist in the wilderness of Judea, “ Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord.” Thousands who were then on earth, were, in the 
highest sense, brought out of darkness into light; and they have left 
an example which animates the zeal of the witnesses of truth, and is 
a sure pledge of the fulfilment of the prophecies which exhibit the 
future grandeur of the visible church. 

But the protestant reformation, though an ever memorable and 
glorious event, was far from exhibiting to the nations in which it 
prevailed, a complete view of the christian church in all her glory. 
The Lutherans stili retained the absurdity of consubstantiation, or 
Christ’s bodily presence in the sacrament; and in framing the external 
order of their churches, adhered too closely to the popish model. The 
church of England preserved her resemblance to the church of Rome. 
The partial reformation which took place in that kingdom, though 
overruled by Divine Providence for good to the christian cause in 
general, was very far from being under the immediate direction of chris- 
tian principles. It was not conducted by an inquiring people, and an 
enlightened ministry. The church really had little to do with it. It 
was a creature of state policy. Henry the Eighth, an irreligious man, 
encouraged the reformation in England, in order to gratify his lust, 
his avarice, and his ambition. He was a king of haughty passions, 
and of principles the most despotic. To be revenged of the pope, 
Henry was willing that the church of England should be altogether 
disconnected with the Roman; and, in order to effect this, he con- 
sented that some deviation might be made from the doctrine and orde; 
of the papacy. The alterations were, however, very few. He claimed 
to himself the authority of which he stripped his holiness. The nation 
and the priesthood acquiesce in the claim, and the impious prince is 
proclaimed the head of the church of England. 

One great and essential principle of Christ’s kingdom, the unity of 
it, escaped the observation of a number of the reformers, and was 
almost universally violated. The christian system, by its simplicity, 
is divinely adapted for universal prevalence. The scripture model of 
the church, if adopted, would render the church one, not only in the 
leading principles of religion, but also in its visible form, among 
the nations of the earth. The immediate danger of the first re- 
formers, the difficulty of mutual consultation on subjects of common 
concern, the selfish views of the civil rulers who joined them, and 
secured them in some measure from papal persecution, and the in- 
fluence of those who co-operated with them from bad motives in oppo- 
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sition to the papacy, prevented attention to this principle in the or. 
ganization of the churches of the reformation. Very few, at first, 
thought of extending uniformity any farther than their own particular 
district. 

The great mass of the people, in any country pronounced protest. 
ant, were not prepared for a thorough reformation from all the errours 
of the church of Rome. They had associated some of them, as, for 
instance, a baptism unwarranted by the scriptures, with the dearest 
object to the heart of an affectionate parent, the salvation of his infant 
children. 

Another cause, also, prevented a complete reformation. Great 
revolutions give an unusual impulse to the human mind, and tend to 
encourage enthusiasm. Extravagance and disorder follow of course; 
and satan favours the delusion, and encourages every impiety. No 
sooner was the papal authority reyected, in some countries, than un. 
godly and designing men of various descriptions arose, and ran to the 
most dreadful excesses; and thus distracted the attention of the 
reformers, prompting them to consult present expediency, and hasten 
the adoption of some order which might compose the spirits of the 
people. It became, in some instances, necessary for the civil autho. 
rity to exert its power in suppressing these disorderly combinations, 
which, under pretence of religion, violated all righteousness. Thus 
the old popish errour, that the civil government was to legislate on 
religion itself, was confirmed. A general prejudice was excited 
against all attempts of individuals to render the reformation more 
complete. The civil authority had established the articies of faith, 
and the ecclesiastical constitutions. To cali any part of them in ques- 
tion, was received as a species of rebellion. They had also the sanc- 
tion of the worthy and venerable reformers ; men on whom the suc- 
seeding ages looked back with increasing admiration and reverence. 
Instead, therefore, of prosecuting dispassionately a further reiormation, 
the people in general adhered, with zealous pertinacity, to the forms 
already established ; and thus have been handed down to the present 
day, errours that are yet to be removed from protestant churches, 
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ON THE PROPER MODE OF INTERPRETING PARABLES, 


A PARABLE is a representation in speaking, or writing, used to 
communicate an idea which is not contained in the literal sense of 
the words: or, as it is commonly defined, “a relation under which 
something is figured.” All parables, except such as are expressly 
enigmatical, are descriptions of events similar to those which occur 
in life. They are highly ornamented with figures and imagery. 

Among the ancient orientals this method was frequently adopted, in 
the infancy of language, to supply its deficiency, and to enliven their 
representations. In the book of Job, supposed to be the most apcient 
extant, the term parable is applied to the plaintive compositions of 
that afflicted man. The predictions of Balagm are denominated para- 
bles. The term parable is also applied to passages in the Psalms, 
Proverbs, and Prophets. It was used to intimate something eminent, 
or energetic ; or to express a great and lofty sentiment; and, by the 
writers to whom we have adverted, was delivered in Hebrew verse. 

The parables of Christ were not less figurative than those of the 
prophets: and though they were not delivered in the sublimity and 
grandeur of ancient poetry, yet they are admirably adapted to inform 
the understanding, and to affect the heart. In all that he has employ- 
ed, there is generally one leading idea designed to be communicated : 
though sometimes, as in some of the similitudes of the kingdom of 
heaven, several striking points of resemblance are distinctly sketched. 

What the leading idea is, and what are the particular points of 
resemblance intended to be exhibited, should be ascertained from the 
context, and upon ¢/a¢ and these the attention should be fixed. The 
circumstances are no further important than they go to complete the 
narration, or fill up the picture. These appendages are only the 
drapery, which, like the decorations of a scene, may demand, and 


- should receive, but a momentary attention. Therefore, in the con- 


sideration of parables, as of all figurative language, the principal ob- 
ject which demands attention is the important instruction designed 
to be communicated. Matt. xiii. 23. affords an example of a parable 
of the simplest kind. “ The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the whol 
was leavened.” 

The idea intended to be communicated by this parable, is the 
progress of the kingdom of heaven from a small beginning, till, ulti- 
mately, its influence become universally prevalent. The drapery has 
nothing important which requires an explanation. It is said a woman 
took it, because it was then, as it is now, in most countries, a part of 
Vou. IL—N°. XIX. 3D 
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the business of women to bake the bread, and prepare other articles 
of food. The idea would have been the same, had it been said that a 
baker or ferson had done the act. Three measures of meal are named ; 
not because the term ¢Aree had any important allusion; but only to 
indicate that there was a sufficient quantity. 

An example, in which there are several points of resemblance, is 
found in the parable, Matt. xiii. from the 24th to the 30th verse. 
« Another parable put he forth to them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 
but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants 
of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow 
good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said 
unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, 
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; 
lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest 
I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind 
them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.” 

In compliance with the request of his disciples, Christ explained 
to them this parable, (verse 37th to the 43d). “ He answered and said 
unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man: the field 
is the world : the good seed are the children of the kingdom ; but the 
tares are the children of the wicked one: the enemy that sowed them 
is the devil: the harvest is the end of the world ; and the reapers are 
the angels. As, therefore, the tares are gathered and burned in the 
fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall 
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of 
their Father.” In this exposition, he directs their attention to those 
striking points of resemblance from which the instruction he intended 
to communicate was to be drawn. The design of this parable appears 
to be, to lead us to contemplate the final destination of the righteous 
and the wicked ; the former to glory, and the latter to destruction. 

That he considered the circumstances introduced into the narration 
as unimportant, is certain, inasmuch as he passes them over in silence. 
The following allusions are introduced in the parable, but neglected 
in the exposition. The time when the act of the enemy was done; 
while men slept: what he did afterwards; he went his way: the 
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springing up of the blade: the production of fruit: the appearance of 
the tares: the conversation of the servants and their master; and the 
binding of the tares in bundles. These circumstances were not im- 
portant ; they had no hidden meaning, nor did Christ employ them as 
having any allusion to some doctrine or event in the divine dispensa- 
tion; they were only the filling up of the picture, or completing the 
narration. 

We have here an example presented of the mode adopted by the 
Saviour himself, in the interpretation of a parable. Some, however, 
instead of following the method thus sanctioned, allegorize every 
circumstance. 

Perhaps we cannot better exhibit this unwarrantable manner of 
interpreting parables, than by giving an example; in which, accord- 
ing to the principles of allegorizing, every single circumstance is 
supposed to have an allusion to some important doctrine, and to bear 
such a relation to other parts of the description, as to render it an 
exact counterfiart to something in the economy of grace. 


THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 


Luke x. 30——37. A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jeri- 
cho.—This man going down, may represent mankind falling in Adam. 

From Jerusalem to Jericho.—From a city of peace and happiness, 
to an accursed filace, a city of destruction. 

Falling among thieves.—Falling into the power of sin and satan, 
who are robbers. 

Stripped him of his raiment.—Signifying loss of original holiness 
by sin. 

Wounded him.—Men are full of wounds, bruises, and putrefying 
sores. 

Leaving him half dead.—May refer to natural and eternal death 
To natural death; for only the body, the half of man, dies. 

The Priest passing by; may signify that the moral law gives no relief. 
—The Levite may, in like manner, denote the Levitical law.—7he 
Samaritan may signify Christ; as the Jews reproached him as a 
Samaritan. 

Coming where he was.—His putting himself in our place. 

Had compassion ufion him.—This is seen in the compassion and 
love of Christ. 

Bound up his wounds.—Christ heals the wounded, and binds up the 
broken in heart. 

Pouring in oil and wine May signify the application of the blood 
of Christ. 
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Set him on his own beast—May mean, either the red horse of 
Christ’s humanity ; or, the white horse of the gospel. 

Brought him to an inn.—Which may mean the church. 

Took out two fence.—Which may signify the Old Testament and 
the New. 

Gave to the host—The minister of the gospel. 

Take care cf him.—W hich is the work of ministers by feeding souls, 

When I come again I will repay thee.—Christ will come again at the 
judgment, and recompense his ministers for all their toil and labour. 

We may safely assert, that after the whole field of this allegorical 
exposition has been explored, the inquirer has not received the least 
intimation of the instruction the parable was intended to convey. 

It was designed to supply an answer to the question, propounded 
by a Jewish lawyer, viz. Who is my neighbour? When Christ had 
proposed the parable, he referred the decision of the question to the 
lawyer, by demanding which of the three was neighbour to him who 
fell among thieves. In his reply we may see the effect which truth, 
when skilfully exhibited, is calculated to produce. It tended to break 
down the prejudices of the Jew, and to show him that traits of excel- 
Jence might be found in other nations ; and that actions, rather than 
national distinctions, constitute the test by which men should be esti- 
mated. 

Doubtless many great and good men have practised this mode of 
interpretation upon which we have been animadverting ; but we ought 
to follow xo man implicitly as our master. One is our Master, even 
Christ. He has given us an example of the proper manner of illus- 
trating truth, when conveyed in parables. We will imitate His ex- 
AMPLE; and, guided by the Holy Spirit, hope it may be ours on earth 
to know and rightly explain his will ; and, when the vail shall be re- 
moved, to contemplate in heaven, with holy transport, the unfolding 
glories of his kingdom. 


—= + oe. 


ON THE PHRASE, “ SON OF GOD.” 


THE phrase “ Son or Gop,” is applied, 

I. To Apam. Luke iii. 38. “ Which was the son of Enos, which 
was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.’ 

II. To Gopiy persons. 1 John iii. 1,2. “ Behold what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God!’ Beloved, now are we the sons of God.” 

lI. To Davin, the favourite prince of Jehovah. Psalm Ixxxix. 20. 
and 26. “I have found David, my servant; with my holy oil have I 
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anointed him. He shall cry unto me, Thou art my Father, my God, 
and the Rock of my salvation.” 

IV. To the Messian: 

1. By the voice of ancient prophecy. Psalm ii. 7. and 2. “TI will 
declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Sov ; 
this day have I begotten thee.” ‘ The kings of the earth set them- 
selves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and 
against his Anointed.” That is, against the Messiah, ‘The apostle 
Paul expressly applies this prediction to Christ. Acts xiii. 33. “ God 
hath fulfilled the same (promise) unto us their children, in that he 
hath raised Jesus up again; as itis also written in the second Psalm, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” 

The phrase, Son of God, was applied to the Messiah: 

2. By the Jews, believers and unbelievers, in the time of our Lord, 
and by them was considered as synonymous with Messiah. | 

It was thus applied by the believing Jews, John i. 41. “ He first 
findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias ; which is, being interpreted, the Christ.”” This was the 
import of the address of Nathanael, when he said, “ Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God; thou art the King of JIsrael.”” That is, thou art 
the Messiah. John vi. 68, 69. “ Then Simon Peter answered him, 
Lord, To whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life : 
and we believe, and are sure, that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Martha said, “ Lord, I believe that thou art the Chrisr, 
the Son of God, which should come into the world.”’ 

It was applied to the Messiah by the unbelieving Jews, Matthew 
xxvi. 63. “ And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure 
thee, by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Cérisz, 
the Son of God.” Mark xiv. 61. “ And the high priest asked him, and 
said unto him, art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed 2”? Luke xxii. 
66—71. ‘“ And they led him into their council, saying, Art thou the 
Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not 
believe. Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the 
power of God. Then said they all, Art thou, then, the Son of God 2” 
that is, the Messiah. ‘ And he said unto them, Ye say that I am.” 

And that they considered his confession that he was the Son of God, 
the same as claiming to be the Messiah whom they expected to reign 
over them, is evident from their subsequent accusation of him before 
Pilate. * We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding 
to give tribute unto Czsar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 
Before the council, Matt. xxvi. 64, 65. in reply to the words of the 
high priest, “ Tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God?” 
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«“ Jesus saith unto him, Zhou hast said: nevertheless, I say unto you, 
hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his 
clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy ; what need have we of 
witnesses?” By his appropriating to himself the name Son of Goa, 
they understood him to assert, only, that he was the Messiah. The 
blasphemy which they ascribed to him, was, that he claimed to be the 
Messiah, and arrogated to himself the power of God. 

They considered it as invading the prerogative of God, to arro. 
gate to himself the possession of such fower and glory, as he asserted 
that he should hereafter display. That they employed the term blas- 
phemy in this sense, appears from Mark ii. 5—7. “ When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reason- 
ing in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who 
can forgive sins but God only?” John x. 33. “ The Jews answered 
him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not ; but for blasphemy; 
and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” Here 
they charged him with blasphemy, for asserting that the miracles 
which he performed were performed by him in the name of his Father. 
«‘ The works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.” 
That is, the works which I do in the character of the Son of God, 
testify that I am the true Messiah. This they had denied: “ He hath 
Beelzebub, and by the prrince of the devils casteth out devils.” 

They considered it as invading the frerogative of God, to assert that 
he performed miracles by his own fower; and casting reproach upon 
the character of God, for so despicable a person as they esteemed him 
to be, to claim so intimate a union with God. Believing him an im- 
postor, they considered his pretensions as arrogant and blasphemous. 
The reproaches which they cast upon him in his dying moments, con- 
firm the idea, that their expected Kinz, Messiah, and Son of God, 
were with them synonymous terms. “ He saved others, himself he 
cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God ; let him 
deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.” 

The phrase, Son of God, was applied to the Messiah: 

3. By the apostles after his resurrection. ‘ Paul preached Christ, 
that he is the Son of God ; and confounded the Jews which dwelt at 
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ,’? Acts ix. 20—22. And 
in the first chapter of Romans he uses the phrase, Son of God, and 
Jesus Christ, as synonymous with Messiah. The apostle John does 
the same. “ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of 
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God.” & Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, is of God.” Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him.” 

That the appellations, Jesus Christ, and Son of God are, in these 
passages, used as synonymous with Messiah, will clearly appear by 
substituting this term. His being declared to be the Son of God by 
his resurrection, is the same as his being proved to be the Messiah 
by that event. 

That the Son of God, or Messiah, was Divine, that he possesses those 
attributes which can be predicated of none but God, is clearly proved 
from passages too numerous here to be introduced, and altogether 
independently of any argument derived from the name Son or Gop. 
Christ, in assuming ¢his name, claimed to be acknowledged the Mes- 
siah: but the Jews refused to admit his claim, and crucified. him as 
an impostor. 

In the gracious intimations of the purposes of God in relation to 
men, and in the accomplishment of his designs, it became necessary 
to have some term to denote the relation and union which existed 
between him whom we denominate the Father, and the Messiah. 
It may be asked, how did the phrase, Son of God, come to be so 
generally used by the Jews in the time of our Lord? We answer, 
it was found in their sacred writings. Still, with reverence, it may 
be asked, why was this phrase adopted by the inspired writers, in 
preference to others? In reply to this interrogation, we may say: a 
most intimate and endearing connexion, as we are taught in the sacred 
scriptures, always existed between God and the Messiah. John i. 1. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with. God, and 
the Word was God.’? How could an idea of this connexion have been 
most impressively conveyed to men? In allusion to it, by what en- 
dearing name could he have been introduced into the world? 

In the range of important events, connected with our redemption, 
appears his incarnation. Indeed, it is one of the most prominent and 
distinguishing features in the Christian system. The incarnation, then, 
seems to have furnished to the Spirit of prophecy a reason for sclect- 
ing the name Son of God, rather than any other endearing appellation, 
and giving it to the Messiah, as in the second psalm. And thus the 
angel Gabriel said to the virgin Mary, “* The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
Therefore, also, that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
calied the Son of God,” Luke i. 35. 

When the phrase, Son of God, was established as an appropriate 
name to designate the Messiah, other appellations were applied to him, 
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which well accorded with the idea it presented. As he was called a 
Son; and as sons are heirs, he also is called an Aeir, and is said to have 
an inheritance. 

The perplexity which many pious persons, and even those of emj. 
nent talents, have experienced in the contemplation of this subject, 
may be attributed to their adopting wrong principles of interpretation 
They have confined their attention too much to the /iteral import of 
the terms in which truth has been communicated, and have not suffi- 
ciently considered, that from the nature of the case, these cannot be 
applicable to God, in the sense in which they are applicable to men; 
but are used in condescension to the human understanding. They 
ought to have seized the idea from the figurative refresentation, and 
from the nature of the subject; and sought an interpretation, by 
attentively considering the practical instruction which was designed 
to be communicated. 


——— + ea-— 


TRANSLATION OF THE XLIXth PSALM, 
WITH CRITICAL REMARKS. 


TO understand, and explain correctly this Psalm, an acquaintance 
with the poetry of the Hebrews is highly important. It is necessary 
that we understand the diction of their poets. By this we mean their 
liberty in the use of figurative language ; in the change of the tenses 
and persons of verbs, and persons of pronouns ; and the different kinds 
of parallelisms, such as parallels synonymous, parallels antithetic, and 
parallels synthetic, and the different classes found under each of these 
general divisions ; as couplets, triplets, stanzas of four lines, two dis- 
tichs being so connected by the sense and construction as to make one 
stanza ;—also stanzas of five lines, and the different order in which 
the lines and distichs in these stanzas correspond with each other ; 
and the combination of sudjects, cofulas, and predicates, so as to 
form a period of one term, or to make a line, a dimeter, trimeter, or 
tetrameter. 

In this Psalm there are thirteen couplets. The 10th, 1]th, and 14th 
verses are (¢rifilets. The first two verses, also the 18th and 19th, 
form stanzas of two distichs each. Of the thirteen couplets, twelve 
are farallels synonymous, if the 20th verse be considered a repetition 
of the twelfth. ‘The other couplet, the 13th verse, is a farallel syn- 
thetic. 7 

Keeping in mind these remarks, and the general scope of the Psalm, 
—David’s view of the folly of the wicked exulting in their prosperity, 
—we may translate it thus: 


































Translation of the xlixth Psalm. 


To the chief Musician, a Psalm for the sons of Korah. 


1. Hear this, all ye people ; 
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Von. 


Attend, ye inhabitants of the world, 


. Both the ignoble and the honourable, 


The rich and the poor together. 


. My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 


And the meditation of my heart of understanding. 


. I will incline mine ear unto a parable ; 


I will open mine enigma upon the harp. 


. Why should I fear in the days of evil? 


When the iniquity of my supplanters shall beset me! 


. They trust in their wealth, 


And exult in the multitude of their riches. 


. A brother can never redeem ! 


Man cannot give to God his ransom ! 
For the redemption of their life is costly ; 
And it shal! never be accomplished, 


. So that he may yet live for ever, 


That he may not see the pit. 

Yea, he seeth the wise die ; 

Likewise that the fool and the sluggard perish, 

And to others leave their wealth. 

Their expectation is, that their dwelling will stand for ever ; 
Their habitation from generation to generation ; 

They call lands by their names. 


. But the man in honour abideth not ; 


He is like the beasts that perish. 


. This their way is their folly ; 


Yet their posterity concur in their language. (Pause.) 


. Like sheep they are laid in the grave: 


Soon the upright will tread upon them, 
Every one being hurried from his dwelling. 


. But surely God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave ; 


For he will receive me to himself. ( Pause.) 


. Be not troubled because a man becometh rich ; 


Because the affluence of his house increaseth. 


. For when he dieth he can take nothing with him ; 


His abundance will not descend after him. 

Though during his life he blessed himself ; 

Though they applaud thee when thou doest well for thyself ; 
Thou shalt go to the abode of thy fathers ; 

They shall never see light. 
IT.—No. XIX. 3 F 
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20. The man in honour, if he understand not, 
Is like the beasts that perish. 


Verse 5th.—Why should I fear in the days of evil : 

When the iniquity of my supplanters shall beset me : 

In this verse, the latter clause, as commonly translated, is quite 
unintelligible : “ When the iniquity of my heels shall compass me 
about.”’ 

The Hebrew noun spy is from the verb apy, which signifies, firsz, 
calcaneum tenuit vel apprehendit, to hold or seize the heel. Thus 
in Gen. xxv 25, 26. Esau’s brother is called Jacob, spy, that is, 
heel-grasfer, because he took hold on Esau’s heel. Secondly, the 
word means, supplantavit, defraudavit, to sufiflant or defraud. Thus 
in Gen. xxvii. 36. Esau says of his brother, “ Is he not rightly named 
sufiflanter, for he hath supplanted me these two times!” And, in 
like manner, the word »3py, in the verse before us, signifies supplanters, 
that is, fraudulent or inimical persons. 

Verse 8th.-For the redemption of their life is costly ; 

And it shall never be accomplished. 

According to the common translation, this verse appears to be an 
interruption of the general strain of the writer. But, according to the 
present rendering, there is no need of including it ina parenthesis, as 
it has a perspicuous connexion with the preceding and the succeeding 
verses, and is authorized by the Hebrew text. As the writer is here 
showing the impossibility of a person’s escaping death, and as the 
word wa) signifies /ife, as well as sou/, the passage requires the ren- 
dering now given. And the corresponding line, “ And it shall never 
be accomplished,” is undoubtedly the sense of the words ssssyd 55m, 
which literally mean, “ And it shall cease (or fail) for ever ;” but as 
the ceasing or failing to do any thing, is the not doing of it, and as 
the following verse seems to require the construction, we have pre- 
ferred, instead of saying And it shall fail for ever, to say, 4nd it sha!’ 
never be accomplished. 

Verse 13th. This their way is their folly, 
Yet their posterity concur in their language. (Pause.) 
In their language ; literally, in their mouth. By a metonymy, the 
intrument by which words are uttered, is here put for the expressions 
themselves, 
Verse 14th,—Like sheep they are laid in the grave : 
Soon the upright will tread upon them, 
Every one being hurried from his dwelling. 
ft is true that the word mm generally signifies to exercise dominic 
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over others; but as the upright could, strictly speaking, exercise no 
dominion over the wicked after they were laid in their graves, it is to 
be considered as the Hebrew manner of expressing that the wicked, 
who trusted in their riches, should be removed, and the upright take 
their place, and thus tread down the wicked under their feet; as is 
plainly expressed in other places. With this view of the Hebrew 
idiom, and the spirit of the passage, ma» is rendered, in the new 
German version, by a word which signifies to tread upon, to succeed, 
or to take one’s filace. 

To translate the word spa “ in the morning,” as it is in our com- 
mon version, renders the passage quite obscure. It is true, that 
the word sp3 commonly means morning ; but it is evident from the 
connexion that it is here used adverbially, and should be rendered 
soon. In this sense it is employed in Psalm Ixvi. 5. and several other 
places. The Hebrew word p23 answers to zewi, in Greek, as rendered 
in the Septuagint ; but is thus explained in a note by Chrysostom, 
Taxews, Oinvenws, that is soon, forthwith, or quickly, immediately. Mewi, 
is rendered into Latin by the words mane, ofifrortune, celerite, that is, 
early,timely, soon. And thus, Schleusner says, that, according to Xeno- 
phon, among the Greeks, whatever was soon made, or obtained, as 
fruit soon matured, was called xewies. Hence we are authorized to 
translate the phrase under consideration, Soon the upright will tread 
upon them. 

This verse is a ¢rifidet, though the third line, ‘ Every one being 
hurried from his dwelling,’ is imperfect in the Hebrew, having only 
the phrase, 95 5ayn; literally, from a dwelling to him. But the 
pronoun %, in the dative singular, is to be taken distributively for 
each one of them; as in 1 Sam. v. 10. and Isaiah v. 23. where a sin- 
gular pronoun is used in such a sense. The construction we have 
given to the phrase 5 $a;n, is agreeable to the sense, as presented in 
many of the best versions, both ancient and modern. Ainsworth, in 
his Commentary, written nearly two hundred years ago, explains the 
phrase, “ Every one of them being thrust out of his dwelling.” 

The Alexandrian version reads, ex r25 dogys avta» sLwobnray, that is, 
They are put out of their glory, (or, their dwelling place in which 
they gloried). 

Rosenmiiller explains it thus: Robur enim impiorum peribit, ubi 
ad inferos a magnificis edibus quas hic extruxérunt translati fuerunt.— 
«© The strength of the impious shall perish, when they are carried to 
the shades from their magnificent houses which they have here built.” 

In the French version, made from the Hebrew, it is rendered to 
the same effect. Et leur force sera consumée dans le sepulcre, apres 
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qu’ils auront été transportés de leur demeure.—“ And their strength 
shall be consumed in the grave after they have been carried from their 
dwellings.” And in the new German version, Augusti and De Wette 
render the passage, 

«‘ Und ihre gestalt zehret die unterwelt, 

Verstossen aus ihrer wohnung.” 


«“ And their form the grave consumeth, 
Cast out from their habitation.” 
Verse 16th.—Be not troubled because a man becometh rich ; 
Because the affluence of his house increaseth. 

The first line in this parallelism shows, that by the word 35, ren. 
dered in the common version, ¢he glory, is meant the affluence. 

Verse \8th.— Though during his life he blessed himself; 

Though they applaud thee when thou doest well for 
thyself. 

Here the poet suddenly turns his address to the rich man himself, 
concerning whom, as though absent, he had spoken in the third per- 
son. Glassius, in his Philologia Sacra, has collected many examples 
of similar sudden apostrophes. — 

Verse 19th.—Thou shalt go to the abode of thy fathers ; 

They shall never see light. 

The possessive pronoun thy, is in the third person in the Hebrew 
text. We have many examples of such sudden changes of theper 
sons of pronouns, and of verbs, as in Psalm xxiv. 6. And the pre- 
ceding line shows, that this pronoun is to be understood as though it 
were in the second person. Accordingly, in the late German ver- 
sion, where the style of the poet is regarded, the sentence is rendered, 
«“ Thou goest to the abode of thy fathers.”” But in our common ver- 
sion, and in the French, in which the poetic diction is not regarded, 
the verb in the second person, thou shalt go, is changed to the third 
person, “ he shali go ;” but this is a greater violation of the text, and 
does not correspond with the preceding declaration. 

Verse 20th.—The man in honour understandeth not ; 

He is like the beasts that perish. 

This is agreeable to the present Hebrew text; but as the whole 
verse appears to be a repetition of the twelfth, it is very probable 
that the word y»3°, here rendered understand, was formeriy written 
>, as in the 12th verse. The 5 being shortened a little, would very 
easily make the change. Except in this one letter, the verses are 
substantially alike, and would both read, 

The man in honour abideth not ; 
He is like the beasts that perish. 
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‘HE interpretation of the 1 Cor. xi. 10. in the number for May, 
is excecdingly ingenious, and, as to the main idea, probably just. I 
think, however, that too much liberty was taken with egsoia. In the 
exposition of any work, especially of the Scriptures, words should not 
be forcibly construed, particularly when a literal rendering will clear 
a passage of difficulty. I have the highest respect for Schleusner, 
but I remember that great men are not always correct; and I think, 
in this case, he ought to have treated the word in question in a different 
manner. 

It seems that he translates «Zscia, a veil, a covering, for the head; 
and that, after hisexample, Rosenmiiller alsotranslates it veil. Schleus- 
ner, at the same time, acknowledges that the word is no where else 
used in the same sense. And I contend it ought not to be thus em- 
ployed in this place. Egsc,e means honour, as well as power; and the 
passage may therefore read thus: “ For this cause ought the woman 
to have Aonour on her head.” It may be asked, what is gained by this? 
The context will plainly discover. The apostle had said, in the 5th 
verse, that “ every woman that prayeth, or prophesieth, with her head 
uncovered, dishonoureth her head ;” which is but saying, that if a 
woman’s head be covered, it is honoured, i. €. honour is upon her head. 
This sense is confirmed by the 15th verse, where it is said, “If a 
woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her 
for a covering.” The term glory, in this text, is used in opposition 
to the term dishonour, in the 5th verse; and, of course, it is synony- 
mous with honour, We know that, frequently, the terms Aoneur and 
glory, are used as the same, Now, the question is, what did the 
Hebrew or Eastern ladies wear as a covering to their heads? Jf y 
veil, then to a veil the inspired writer evidently alluded; but if some 
other article of dress, then to that article. The remarks in the be. 
ginning of the piece, respecting the veils of the eastern women, are 
doubtless correct ; and I have no objection to consider, that the apostle 
alluded to aveil: in which case, the most that Schleusner would have 
been warranted to say, is this; EZec.e is used as an elegant figure for 
a veil. Would it not be best, then, to translate the word Aonour, and 
then show from its connexion, that it is employed as a metonymy ? 
Treated in this manner, nothing is forced and unnatural ; but every 


thing is easy and elegant. 
PHILOS BIBLIOU, 


The translation which Puitos Bistiou proposes is, we have no 
doubt, correct, though it is not literal; and the translation adopted 
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from Schleusner, by the writer of the Interpretation, may, for augh: 


we see, be pronounced correct, though no one ever considered j: 


literal. 


“ E£sc1e means honour, as well as power.”—True ; but it is only by 


a figure, the cause put for the effect. Power generally causes honoy; 
to be paid to its possessor. The word egxe1e sometimes comes thus to 
signify privilege, or honour; and, by a similar figure, to signify a 
badge of honour, a vei/, or covering, the name of the thing itself being 
put for the name of its sign. Here are two metonymies. The first, 
places the word that literally signifies power, for honour; the cause 
for the effect. The other, places the word thus figuratively signifying 
honour, for the word signifying the badge of honour. 

The inquiry was, not what is the literal meaning, the proper def.- 
nition of «Zse1a ; this every linguist knows is power : but what is it here 
intended to signify ? or what thing was it that Paul teaches a woman 
ought to have on her head? Was it something invisible, or something 
visible? If an interpreter render the word cgscia, honour, he omits 
one metonymy. We do not censure him. His object was perspicuity; 
and it is promoted by the omission. If he render it veil, or covering, 
he omits two metonymies, and expresses directly, in plain language, 
what was intended. Nor are we convinced that for this he ought to 
be censured ; especially when, as in the case before us, he professes 
to give, not a literal translation, but an interpretation. Least of all is 
he to be censured, as having taken an unwarrantable liberty, when, as 
both Schleusner and the writer of the Interpretation do, he expressly 
states the figurative nature of the phrase. Schleusner, when he intro- 
duces the seventh signification of esc, says, ** by metonymy;” and he 
is to be understood as intending to have the remark applied to all the 
subsequent significations, among which is the one under discussion. 
And the writer of the interpretation, in explaining why the veil was 
called cuca, says, “ because it was a token of honour and respect.” 

When Puitos Bistiovu adverts to these facts, he will, we hope, 
rejoice in discovering innocence where he thought there was guilt ; 
and be ready to say, with a frankness equally becoming the scholar 
and the Christian, “ Treated in this manner, nothing is forced and 
unnatural; but every thing is easy and elegant,” 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.—FOREIGN. 


MISSION TO CHITTAGONG. 


Letter from the Rev. J. Colman to the Cor. Sec. dated 
aEV. AND DEAR SIR, Chittagong, October 16th, 1820. 


ALTHOUGH my situation is nearly the same as when I last wrote, yet I fee! 
unwilling to permit a longer time to elapse without addressing a communication 
to the Board. The first years of a missionary’s life are necessarily destitute of 
enlivening incidents. It is important that he should devote all his time and talents 
to the acquisition of a foreign language. Until he has made some progress in 
this preparatory work, the means appointed by the Saviour of men for their con- 
yersion cannot be employed, and consequently he can have but little of an inte- 
resting nature to relate. These remarks are offered as an apology for the small 
number of communications I have hitherto made to the Board. 

Since my arrival at Chittagong, my time has been wholly employed in studying 
the language. The difficulties at first encountered are gradually disappearing, 
and I begin to take much delight in spending my days beside a Burman teacher. 
Partly however in consequence of ill health, and of severa] months lost during the 
journey to Ava and the voyage to this place, my progress has been painfully slow 
Ihave, however, commenced conversation in a broken manner, and, if life and 
health are spared, hope in two years more to preach intelligibly. 

Several of the Arrakanese converts have visited me, and among them Keepong, 
who is esteemed their leader. He was overjoyed at finding a teacher with whom 
he could converse, and raised such fervent thanks to heaven for the unexpected 
interview, that my heart was quite affected. In very moving language he request- 
ed me to stay among them, or to send one who possesses the ability to teach them 
“the way of life.’ He observed that his countrymen are disposed to listen to 
the gospel; that the converts stood in much need of instruction ; and that their 
children, whose education they cannot conscientiously intrust to the Boodhist 
priests, are growing up in perfect ignorance of letters. To be instrumental o! 
clearing the spiritual vision of those who already “ see men as trees walking,” 
and to save their offspring from returning again to all the darkness of paganism, 
are objects worthy of deep attention and strenuous efforts. I wish respectfully 
to submit the case of this interesting people to the Board. They have claims on 
Christian compassion, and the field of labour among them is wide and inviting. 

If a station under the direction of the Board is established in this district, their 
missionaries at Rangoon will here find a place of refuge, should the caprice of 
the emperor, or any other untoward event, render their post untenable. But should 
@ gracious Providence continue the mission at Rangoon, still, if the station there, 
and that in this place, are occupied by men proceeding from the same society, 
great benefit may be reasonably anticipated from mutual advice and co-operation. 
The Burman and Arrakanese languages are, with a slight difference of dialect, 
precisely the same. Hence the same press may supply both stations with Bibles 
and tracts; and there is reasen to hope that exertions simultaneously made ir 
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the centre and on the borders of an extensive empire, will, in time, by the bless. 
ing of heaven, spread to its remotest parts the light of Divine truth. 

As the rainy season is drawing to a close, 1 expect soon to visit the converts, 
when IJ shall be able to give a more accurate account of their situation and wants. 
In the mean time, I shall look out with anxiety for advice and direction from the 
Board. 

My general health is good; but my lungs have not yet recovered from the 
shock they received soon after my arrival in Burmah. TI have great reason to be 
thankful for preserving mercy, and sincerely hope that my life may be solely em- 
ployed in promoting the eternal interests of perishing heathen. Mrs. C. wishes 
to unite in respects to Mrs. S. and to our honoured patrons. 


A + 


Mr. Colman’s Journal to Harbong, &c. 


December 14th, 1819.—Left Chittagong at 9 o’clock this morning, and arrived, 
early in the evening, near the mouth of Harbong river. Being dark, its entrance 
was mistaken, and we ran upon a shoal that nearly upset our boat. Having 
escaped this danger, we began to search for the river; but for several hours were 
unsuccessful in the attempt. At length the boatmen became so fatigued that they 
could proceed no farther, and concluded to put into an opening which had just 
discovered itself. Accordingly, we proceeded towards the shore, and were agree. 
ably surprised at finding the river after which we had so long looked in vain. 

15th, evening, 9 o’clock.—Through the goodness of the Lord, have just arrived 
It is so late that I shall see none of the brethren to-night, but hope to have a plea- 
sant interview with them to-morrow. 

16th.—Early in the morning Keepong, having heard of my arrival, came to the 
boat, and invited me into a small bungaloo that was built for public worship about 
a year ago. 

17th.—Heard the religious experience of two persons. One gives pretty satis- 
factory evidence of a change of heart; but the other has scarcely any idea of the 
gospel method of salvation. He expects deliverance from future misery by means 
of good works. 

Saturday, 18th.—Am completely exhausted with the fatigues of the day. It is 
now near eleven, and the company has just gone. The disciples have to-day 
unanimously requested that I should become their teacher. They seem to mani- 
fest much affection toward me. 

1%h.—Thronged with visiters the whole day. The disciples have agreed, of 
their own accord, to state their desires respecting myself to the Serampore brethren. 

20th.—Quite affected by receiving the small, but cheerful offering of these poor 
disciples. They give affectionately. May they be rewarded. 

2ist.—Received an invitation last evening to preach at the house of the head 
man of the village. Went in the morning, and found him and a number of others 
collected. He listened with much attention, but apparently received no good. 
At 12 o’clock took leave of the disciples, who had all collected on the occasion. 
The season was solemn and interesting. Keepong accompanied me to Cox’s Bazar; 
where are a number more of the disciples, and afterwards to Chittagong. 

22d.—The tide being against us, about 8 o’clock we put into a creek, upon the 
banks of which is a considerable village. Went on shore, and took a bundle of 
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tracts. In a few minutes a considerable number were collected, to whom Kee- 

pong preached. It was pleasant to see beneath a spreading tree a group of atten- 
tive hearers, who had never before heard the name of Jesus. Indeed, my pleasure 

would have been unalloyed, had the gospel been preached in its purity. But it 
was mixed with so many heathenish ideas, that I could not refrain from sighing. 

The speaker informed them that Jesus Christ, the god of the Hindoos, and of the 
Burmans, was the same, only called by different names; but that mencannot arrive 
at annihilation without a belief in the death of Christ. The disciples here seem 
to suppose that the eternal heaven of the Christian is the same as the annihilation 
of the boodhist. Some of their ideas concerning the gospel are correct; but many 
are confused, and a few entirely wrong. Nor is this strange. Mr. De Bruen, their 
first teacher, neither understood their language nor their system of religion. He 
spoke to them entirely through an interpreter, and that interpreter was a boy. 
Mr. Peacock was as ignorant of their previous religious ideas, and of their lan- 
guage, as Mr. De Bruen, and on account of the school which he kept, could pay 
them but little attention. Among other things, I have explained to them the wide 
difference between the heaven which the gospel reveals, and"the annihilation of 
Gaudama; but so habituated are they to the use of terms, that myears are con- 
tinually assailed with the happiness of annihilation, In their petitions they pray 
for it; and in their conversation they represent it as the height of felicity. Seme, 
I am afraid, will never have clearer ideas ; and it is probable, that those who have 
been spiritually illuminated will be greatly unsettled by a clear exposition of the 
gospel. The work is difficult, but some one must do it. 

Late in the afternoon arrived at Cox’s Bazar. It derives its native name, Pe- 
loung-dza, from the circumstance of some Englishmen having settled at the place 
a number of years ago, and carried on considerable trade. The word is a com- 
pound, from Peloung, the name by which the English are designated, and dza, 
a market,—the English market. They have now left the place on account of its 
unhealthiness, the greater part having fallen victims to disease. 

Immediately after my arrival several of the disciples came to the boat, and the 
principal one invited me to his house. Spent considerable of the evening with 
them, and parted from them under the impression that they possess more distinct 
views of the gospel than any I have yet seen. 

23d.—Early in the morning went to see the town. It probably contains upwards 
of 20,000 inhabitants. 

- 25th.--Went to a small village containing about seventy people, all of whom 
profess themselves to be Christians.* Asked a candidate for baptism, why he wished 
to receive the ordinances ? ** That I may be saved from hell,” was his reply. But 
the people here seem to possess tender minds, ready to receive instruction; and 
although the conviction forced itself upon my mind, that many of them were 
destitute of true religion, yet I felt an indescribable pleasure at finding even a 
nominally Christian village in this heathen land. It is a favourable circumstance 
that they feel their need of instruction. 

Lord’s day, 26th.—The disciples at Cox’s Bazar have all expressed very fervent 
desires that I should become their teacher. This is, indeed, a fine field for exer- 
tion. Large boats from Burmah are continually arriving, and accessions are con- 
stantly making to those who have fled from the iron rod of his Burman majesty 


* Three or four only have been baptized. 
Vou, Il.—No. XIX. SF 
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Eight days sail in one of these badly constructed country boats brings you to Ran. 
goon. Here, in the midst of a large and increasing population, seems to be the 
place to which American missionaries in the Burman empire should flee, in case 
of imminent danger. ——Just at night Jeft the disciples at this place. How was 
my heart melted at seeing them stand on the shore, and gaze on the boat until 
it had nearly receded from their sight. 

1821. January 1.—Arrived at Chittagong. May I be thankful for preserving 
mercy, and unreservedly devote myself to Him who has granted me the unspeak. 
able privilege of living among the heathen. 


ee 6 a 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION TO INDIA. 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Cagsy to William Hope, Esq. of Liverpool, dated 

Serampore, October 30, 1820. 
I REJOICE to say, that the cause of our Lord is still on the increase, and 
that not only in our connexions, but among all denominations of Christians in In- 
dia, a Divine blessing attends the means used. It is twenty-seven years the 12th 
of November next, since I landed in India. When I compare present things with 
that time, I am constrained to say, “ What hath God wrought?” Then all was 
infidelity, profaneness, and profligacy. To introduce religion at any one’s table 
was deemed an insult ; and among the natives all was pitchy darkness. Now, it 
is true, the millions are on the side of idolatry and sin; and the few, the very 
few, on the side of Christ; yet there are afew. There is indeed a good num. 
ber of preachers, and these not despicable ones, among the natives themselves. 
The School-book Society brings them nearer to Europeans—a very desirable 
thing. They also unite with us in the School Society, and much is done to favour 
education. ‘The Chief Justice, in a public speech, a week or two ago, observed, 
that even a whisper about improving the moral condition of the natives, was con- 
sidered a crime when he first came here, (about seven years ago,) but now the 
Governor General patronizes, and all the chief officers of Government unite to 


promote this subject. 
——2 + oa 


Extract of ua letter from Dr. Marshman to Mr. Burls, dated 
Serampore, December 2, 1820. 

THROUGH mercy we are all well. Dr. Carey says he is better than he has 
been any winter for years. In other respects, too, we have abundant reason for 
gratitude. We have, I think, baptized twelve at Serampore alone in the course 
of this year, and two more are before the church there. The number added to 
our church at Calcutta and Serampore in these last two years, amounts to nearly 
fifty ; a greater number by far than was added in the former three years. The 
last baptized at Serampore was a Mug pundit, or priest, whose simple experience 
quite delighted Dr. Carey. 

6 me 
CALCUTTA. 


Mr. Pewsey writes—“ Five natives, hindoos, came to-day to our house, to make 
inquiries respecting the way of salvation. They came from the district of Jessore, 
and profess to be farmers. They had obtained a copy of the gospel by Matthew, 
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and the life of Futtick, a memoir of a native Christian. In our inquiries as to their 
motives in coming thus far to understand the way of salvation, instead of going 
to the missionary, brother Thomas, who is in the district, we could obtain no bet- 
ter reply, than that it had been impressed upon the mindof one of them in a dream, 
that they must come toCalcutta. They were apparently very ignorant, but gave 
satisfactory evidence of being in earnest about their eternal welfare. We in- 
vited them to come every afternoon for instruction. In leaving the house, they 
asked our native brother if they had any thing to pay: he told them, ‘in becoming 
Christians they would have neither to give any thing, nor to receive any thing.’ 
They had taken great care of the copy of the Gospel, and the tract they had pre- 
served with the utmost care.” 


Singular anomaly in the existing code of Indian law. 


** While I was with Baboo Ram Mohun Roy to-day, in his own house, one of 
his followers, a respectable looking man, came in. It appeared that he had a suit 
pending in the supreme court, and that in the course of the proceedings he was 
called upon to give his oath. The usual practice in the courts of judicature in 
this country is, that a Christian swear by the Bible, a Mussulman by the Koran, 
and a Hindoo by the waters of the Ganges. The person referred to, although not 
a Christian, has renounced idolatry; and as a consistent reformer, felt it his duty 
to decline taking an oath which implied that any regard was due to the watery 
goddess; but as a believer in the Vedas, offered to swear by them, or by that one 
God who is revealed in them. His oath, however, was not taken. The number 
of persons of this description is very rapidly increasing, principally, I believe, 
among the middling classes of hindoos ; but what an anomaly in the history of 
law, that the rclinquishment of errour should form a disqualification for giving 
evidence! In the present state of things, if a hindoo or mussulman become a 
Christian, independently of other disadvantages, he is disqualified, however ex- 
emplary his conduct as a subject may be, from giving evidence in a court of jus- 
tice, even on the most trivial occasions. If oaths are either necessary or useful, 
how desirable to substitute, for the present forms, those which shall embrace all 
kinds of belief, by laying hold of those broad features of religious opinion which 
are almost universally recognized, that there is one great Being who knows every 
thing, and to whom all others are subordinate.” 


Pleasing instance of Gratitude in a Hindoo boy. 


** Gratitude is so uncommon in the Hindoo character, that it is even denied 
they have a word in their language to express it. A very pleasing instance oc- 
curred yesterday at the Benevolent Institution. A native youth, who has attended 
with me for more than eight months, and by a degree of diligence has acquired a 
tolerable knowledge of the English language, being about to remove to a distance, 
came to return the books belonging to the institution, and to return thanks for 
the attention he conceived I had paid him: this he did with tears. As it was the 
first instance of native gratitude I ever saw in the school, | was delighted, and 
overcome with joy to find 1 had succeeded in gaining his affection. It has always 
been common for native children to remain as long as it suited them, and then 
depart with all they have in their possession, without saying a word. 1 gave 
him all the books which he came to return, for which he seemed most thankful. 
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THE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


1iELD their annual meeting at Queen-street Chapel, London, April 25th; aj. 
derman Rothwell in the chair. 1. The society has 147 missionaries engaged in 
Africa, America, and different parts of Europe. 2. In Ceylon, they have taught 
more than 2000 children to read the holy Scriptures, and many of the natives have 
been converted. 3S. In the West Indies, many planters have applied to the com. 
mittee to send missionaries to instruct their negroes, being well convinced that 
Christian negroes are far more valuable than any other. 4. During the past year 
they have printed an 8vo. edition of the New Testament in the Cingalese language, 
having before printed an edition in 4to. ; 2000 copies of the book of Psalms, and 
agood number of the book of Job, together with a large quantity of inferior 
publications for the use of the schools. 

At this anniversary the Rev. Mr. Ward of Serampore delivered the following 
address. 

I feel great gratification in meeting you to-day, and in hearing the sentiments 
already delivered, to all of which, as far as my own observation goes, I can bear 
testimony. It is with peculiar pleasure, that, contrasting former times with the 
present, I can meet here, after the lapse of more than twenty years, individuals 
from the same country, bearing the same testimony, and all encouraging the hands 
of British Christians for the good of British India. The business of this day has 
turned more especially towards India, where the providence of God so long sta. 
tioned me. It is true, we had an affecting statement from a gentleman, who gave 
an account of the whole heathen world; with which all our hearts must be deep- 
ly affected—six hundred millions of immortal beings born into our world, vege- 
tating for a few days, and then merging into eternity! and every thirty years this 
awful scene renewed, without hope, and without God in the world ! This is perhaps 
the last time I shall address so large an assembly on this side eternity. I will 
therefore contrast, for a few moments, the circumstances of India twenty years 
ago with what they are at the present hour. India was long considered as Satan’s 
impregnable fortress. It was conceded by multitudes, that other parts of the 
world were vulnerable. The African considers himself as honoured by the ap- 
proach of a white man; but not so the Indian. Again and again we were told, 
we might do some good among the staves in the West Indies, among the Hotten- 
tots, or others: but that every attempt to promote Christianity in India, must 
come to nothing. And indeed appearances, when I first went to India, to any 
mind but a mind impressed with the sovereignty of pIvinz INFLUENCE, were the 
most discouraging. There were Europeans in India, but they added little to the 
Christianity of India: many of them added only to the darkness : and such was 
the fear respecting danger, which the government at home, and the civil authori- 
ties in that country, entertained, that, as I have heard Mr. Brown relate, lord 
Cornwallis once said to him, “ I think the wisest resolution the East India govern- 
ment passed, was, that they would never touch, or suffer to be touched, the pre- 
judices of the natives.”’ Not that they were inimical to the spread of Christianity, 
or to the advancement of the spiritual interests of their Indian subjects, but be- 
cause they were afraid of chat danger which they thought imevitable if they dis- 
turbed the natives in the quiet possession of their heathen prejudices. When I 
went to India, there were the greatest apprehensions that we should all be sent 
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yack. We went no where but, as missionaries, we were received with a frown ; and 
yet, for hospitality and friendship, and every thing else that is dignified, India will 
bear a comparison with any country in the world. But, as missionaries, we were 
considered as enemies; and it was supposed that the prosperity of India depended 
upon our being excluded. The distance, too, was such as to present a formidable 
obstacle. The climate of India was another formidable objection. Of the number 
of missionaries who went out at the same time with myself, half are gone to their 
everlasting reward. Of ar afier cargo of missionaries, six have long ago been taken 
to their heavenly home, and only two remain. Another great impediment to our 
progress was, the languages of India. The slaves in the West Indies are taught the 
English, or the European languages ; along the western coast of Africa too, many 
are taught the English language, and your access to them is of course easy; but 
in India there were no fewer than fifty dialects derived from the Shanscrit alone. 
in America, the great objection had been, that the language of a single tribe was 
difficult: but in India we had twice the number of languages to acquire that pre- 
vailed in the whole of America. This, too, was to be done by plain men, many of 
whom had not been in the least accustomed to the study oflanguages. But, blessed 
be God! no man can mix with that population without acquiring their language. 
In addition to all these, were the prejudices of the natives themselves. To convey 
to you an idea of this, is exceedingly difficult; but you may form some opinion of it 
from this circumstance, that if our gracious king, George 1V., should go to that 
country, and the lappet of his robe should happen to touch the food of an Indian, 
he would throw it away if he were dying with hunger. How then is it possible that 
such men can be brought to sit with Europeans at the same table? This difficulty 
existed in full force in India, and no where else. Another difficulty, and a great 
one two, was the ignorance of the natives. When we address other persons, we 
have a conscience to appeal to, and you know the effect of it well; but they have 
not a word for “ conscience” in their language. In no Hindoo book, or Hindoo 
custom, have I found any thing like it. Besides this, there is a number of expressions 
of which they are entirely ignorant. Talk to a Hindoo about God, and he thinks 
you are talking about Vishnoo, or Ram, or some of his other deities. Talk about 
heaven, and he thinks you mean one of the heavens of his Gods. Talk of a future 
state, and he thinks you are talking about transmigration. Bat in the superstitions 
of the Hindoos, we have a still more formidable obstacle. 

Hindooism, said Mr. Ward, can boast of her martyrs every day, of women whiv 
sacrifice themselves every day on the funeral pyres of their husbands. Now, if even 
women will go to these lengths, this must be a people to all human appearance 
invulnerable, and to whom no access can be gained. This has struck Europeans 
as justly formidable. They have said, ‘*‘ What! will persons who suffer themselves 
to be drawn up in the air by means of hooks in the integuments of their backs—- 
will women, who thus sacrifice themselves on the funeral pyres of their husbands, 
or destroy themselves in the Ganges, be brought to renounce the superstition, and 
to embrace christianity?” Such was the feeling of our countrymen on the subject, 
and our object was treated with derision and contempt. But the caste exceeds all 
that I have mentioned : by this they are divided into different societies, with dis- 
tinct observances, and there is no possibility of these intermixing with each other 
without breaking caste. Every person marrying, or even eating, with one of an- 
other caste, falls from it, and can never be restored to it. This has always been 
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considered as a fatal stroke, and the Christian missionary feels it in its full force. 
These people are as capable of feeling the endearments of social life as any people 
upon earth ; and for one of them to make up his mind to see his friends and his 
beloved parents no more, to renounce all human society, and to incur the frowns 
of his relatives, is such a sacrifice, that we need not wonder at our countrymen 
there saying, “ You have indeed undertaken a hopeless task.” 1 remember one 
young man, who, after he had been baptized, seemed at first to have forgotten 
his connexions ; he came and said to me, “I do not want to return to caste; Ido 
not want to return to Hindooism; but cannot I go and see my mother again? 
Cannot I see my father once more ’” This was impossible ; and he well knew, and 
deeply felt, that his parents would have shut the door against him, if he had at- 
tempted to enter the house in which he was born. 

With all this accumulation of difficulties, we had to attempt the conversion of 
this country. Our own government, the European natives of India, and all the 
superstitions, prejudices, and peculiar feelings of the people being against us, we 
do not wonder that it was said, “ India is invulnerable.” There were indeed a few 
good men in Calcutta, who were labouring for the conversion of souls there; but 
they thought it was impossible to do any good elsewhere, even if they could make 
any progress in that city. Such was the appearance of India; and I have men. 
tioned these circumstances to show, that if, in that part of the world, of all others 
the most hopeless, the gospel has obtained any success, then you need not despair 
of Africa, of the West Indies, or of any part of the world whatever. 

But I have now to tell you that all these difficulties, great as they appeared, 
have vanished into air. The government of India acts, as far as is prudent, en- 
tirely with us; and, in a variety of ways, they are assisting us, and assisting us 
in the most powerful manner. They have established government schools, for 
ihe instruction of the natives; and the name of the present governor of India will 
live in their recollection to the latest posterity. It would be unjust in me not to 
mention the name of the marchioness of Hastings, who is doing every thing in her 
power for the benefit of the female natives of that country. In eur own country 
every facility has been kindly afforded to us, and the missionaries can go, without 
opposition, to every corner of India. Such a door is opened there, as never was 
before. Every voice cheers the missionaries as they enter. Of our own country- 
men, I scarcely know one individual who opposes us; on the contrary, they now 
have a Calcutta Bible Society, chiefly supported by the Anglo-Indians, which has 
_ circulated extensive editions of the scriptures in the various languages of India. 

There is a Calcutta School Book Society, and a Hindoo College ; the natives them- 


selves are teaching and educating, for the very purpose of becoming preachers of 


the everlasting gospel : and then the distance of fifteen thousand miles is subdued 
and suspended, by God’s raising up, to become missionaries to their countrymen, 
the natives themselves, who are inured to the climate, and familiar with all their 
manners. The languages of India are now subdued; and the holy scriptures, or 
parts of them at least, with a number of tracts, have already been translated and 
circulated in twenty-five languages of the country. The prejudices of the natives 
have been overcome. As one proof of this, I can state, that when I left Seram- 
pore, a deputation had come from a village at some distance, in which they were 
attempting to establish a school, to request one of our schoolmasters to visit them, 
and afford them some instructions as to the manner of conducting their school. 
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There cannot be a stronger proof of their prejudices being subdued, than for the 
natives to solicit a visit from a man whose appearance in their school would have 
once been thought a crime. These schools are now so common in India, that there 
is scarcely a town, or even a village, that has not one. The ignorance, also, of the 
natives has been overcome ; we have found a conscience at last : and several thou- 
sand Hindoos have turned from the worship of idols to serve the living and true 
God; have renounced their superstitions, and embraced the faith of Christianity. 

It is only for us to be frequently on our knees at the throne of grace, and then 
“ shall the earth yield her increase, and God, even our own God, shall give us his 
blessing.” 


——— ¢ Gee 


REV. WILLIAM WARD. 


Ow Friday evening, May 18th, a public service was held at Eagle-street Meet 
ing, for the special purpose of commending to the Divine protection and bless- 
ing our dear brother Mr. Ward, Mrs. Marshman and her family, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Mack, who are about to proceed to India by the Abberton, captain Gilpin. 
On this interesting occasion, prayer was offered in succession by Mr. Dyer, Ju- 
nior Secretary to the Mission, Mr. Mack, Mr. Micah Thomas of Abergavenny, 
Dr. Ryland, Mr. Ward, and Mr. J. A. Haldane of Edinburgh. A very affectionate 
address was also delivered by Dr. Ryland, founded on Isaiah Ixii. 6,7; and Mr. 
Ward took leave of the assembly in a very appropriate and feeling manner. Suit- 
able hymns were read by Mr. Ivimey and Dr. Rippon. The service lasted about 
three hours ; but we believe it may be safely affirmed that none present thought 
it too long. It was felt by many to be a season of refreshing; and we indulge 
the cheerful hope that the fervent petitions which were then mutually offered, 
will descend in showers of blessings, upon the society at home, our dear friends 
now about to leave us, and all our missionary brethren and sisters abroad. A simi- 
lar meeting was fixed to be held at Dr. Rippon’s, Carter-lane, on Tuesday even: 
ing, the 22d. 
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DOMESTIC MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE 











FORT WAYNE. 
Baptism of two Indian Women. 


WE have received the journal of the Rev. Mr. M‘Coy up to the latter end of 
June. Its contents are necessarily deferred until our next number. We at the 
present merely select the following passage. 

“ On the 24th of June I baptized a Shawanee woman, who gave a most pleasing 
relation of a work of grace on her heart. On the 8th instant (July) I baptized 
another female, whose mother was a Wea. This latter possesses a fine Englist 
education.” 
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Extract of aletter from the Baptist Junior Foreign Mission Society of New Yori, 
to the Board of Managers of the Generul Convention, enclosing one hundred 
dollars to the Treasurer, Thomas Stokes, Esq. dated 


FATHERS IN THE MISSIONARY CAUSE, New York, June 4th, 1821. 

AN opportunity is afforded us of presenting you with the fruit of our en- 
deavours through the year recently closed. The longer we are permitted to 
tabour in this best of causes, the more we may feel the importance of its advance. 
ment, and be persuaded that it must succeed. And while we remember that it 
is not by human might, nor by power, but by the “Spirit of the Lord,” that 
enemies are to be overcome, and valuable ends obtained, oh! that we may be 
increasingly fervent at the throne of grace, that his rich effusions may be poured 
out, not only upon our own land and country, but also upon those dark and be. 
nighted parts of the earth, where idolatry and superstition have long reigned, 
where the only living and true Gop has never yet been acknowledged by the 
great mass of its inhabitants; but where horrible cruelties and heathenish bar- 
barities are continually practised. 

Surely we already have great cause to rejoice that the entrance of the word 
hath in many places given light; that the Sun of Righteousness hath arisen to 
that height, that its ilustrious rays have diffused the light of the “ glorious 
gospel of the blessed Gon” into many dark corners of the earth, that he hath 
in many parts openly showed his salvation in the sight of the heathen, that Christ 
hath exercised his power and goodness, in giving eternal life to many, whom the 
Father hath given him; and our faith anticipates, with holy joy, the arrival of 
that blessed era, when not only the heathen shall be given to the Son for his in- 
heritance, but the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. 

We conclude, brethren, praying that it may be your happiness to labour, till 
this glorious kingdom shall have made much greater advances than at the pre- 
sent, and the happiness of the society which you represent, to continue its exer- 
tions, until the topstone of this His militant kingdom shall be brought forth with 
shouting, * Grace, grace unto it.” Ww. WINTERTON, President. 








BIBLE SOCIETIES, &c. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


ANNIVERSARY 17.—May 2, at Freemason’s Hall; the right hon. lord Teign- 
mouth, president, in the chair. 

Speakers, the duke of Gloucester, the earl of Harrowby, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, the bishop of Gloucester, lords Bentinck, Calthorpe, Lorton, and Teign- 
mouth, sir T, D, Ackland, Messrs. Evans, Grant, Joseph John Gurney, and Sand- 
ford, and the Rey. Messrs. John Brown, Bunting, Gisburn, Jowett, and Owen. 

Mr. Wilberforce was not present, he having reluctantly yielded to the advice 
of his friends, and consented to take that repose which is rendered essentially 
necessary by the impaired state of his health. Lord Gambier, too, was absent, 
being called to the mournful duty of committing to the earth the last remains of 
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anearrelation. The Rev. John Owen, Secretary to the Society, read the Report, 
in doing which he was assisted by his son. It stated, among other things, that 
the receipts during the last year have been 89,1541, of which 26,272/. was for 
Bibles, Testaments, &c. Payments during the last year, 79,560/. 104,828 Bibles, 
and 142,129 Testaments, have been distributed during the year, which, added to 
those of former years, make a total of 3,201,978 

Many excellent speeches were delivered. The right hon. Charles Grant ex- 
pressed his great satisfaction at what he had heard from the last reverend gentle- 
man who had addressed them, (the Rev. John Brown of Scotland). “ My lord,” 
said he, “I agree with that gentleman, that there is no need of argument to con- 
vince us of the importance and utility of this Institution; but that we are rather 
called to triumph in its increasing prosperity. Look to the vast range of its ope- 
rations, to the thousands to whom it has communicated comfort and consolation, 
to the thousands who have been benefited, and are ready to express their grati- 
tude in the strongest terms, for those benefits which they have received. Look 
also to the thousands, to whom we may naturally appeal for their expressions of 
censure, on behalf of the Bible Society. One strong proof of its success is, that 
we have so completely triumphed-over all those objections which were started 
against us at the commencement of our career. Where are the objectors? My 
lord, we behold them now in their flight. Where are those who told us, that this 
Society was to produce discord, anarchy, and confusion? Where are those prog. 
nosticators, who anticipated some convulsion in our cities, or some division in the 
state ? They have retreated from the field in discomfiture. But there is one objec- 
tion to which we must plead guilty. The objection is in effect this; that we are a 
Society, formed of persons of different sentiments, both in religion and politics, 
and yet agreeing together in the prosecution of one common object; that we seem 
to forget all minor points of difference, and are united together only for a great and 
noble purpose. The reverse of this charge has often, in former times, been brought 
against the religion of Christ, with sinister intentions. That men, professing the 
religion of Christ, should choose to descend from the elevation to which that reli- 
gion raised them, and quarrel with each other on trifling points, is a charge which 
has frequently been brought against Christianity, and, unforiunately, it was but too 
true. But what in reality is the charge brought against this Society? It is this: 
that we think there is a point of elevation infinitely above all petty objects. To 
this elevation we are now raised; upon this mount we now stand; we look down 
' upon the clouds below, and we behold the thunder and lightning rolling at our 
feet. We must descend, it is true, from this elevated ground, and we may be 
called to defend this principle; but let us descend and defend it in the spirit 
which we have imbibed in these upper regions. It had been conjectured, that this 
Society, being formed of so many different materials, could not long continue— 
that one chain could not bind so many minds: but does it not continue ? and does 
it not, with increasing firmness, bind us together? In reference to commotions, in 
looking to this country, we find that it has been subject to many internal commo- 
tions. But did any one ever charge those commotions upon the Bible Society? No; 
it is our object to circulate that Book, which teaches to “ render honour to whom 
honour is due, and tribute, to whom tribute.” We wish to see fulfilled the wishes 
of our late venerable and beloved monarch, that every child within his majesty’s 
dominions may possess a Bible, and be able to peruse it.”—Ene. Bap. Mag. 


Vor. IL—N?®. XIX. 3G 
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tHE BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Ar a general meeting of the subscribers of this Institution specially con- 
vened (in the Baptist Missionary Rooms, Wardrobe-place, Doctor’s Commons, ) 
May 23, 1821, “ to take into consideration the propriety of adopting a title more 
expressive of its objects than the present,” it was 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Institution, which is now called “ The Bap- 
tist Itinerant and British Missionary Society,” be in future designated Tue Bar- 
Tist Home Misstonary Socrery. ‘“ But although it has been thought adviseable 
to make this alteration in its title, the society itself and all its objects remain 
the same; it having been originally formed, and being still carried on, for the pur- 
pose of introducing the preaching of the gospel, and reading the sacred scrip- 
tures, in those towns and villages in this country and its adjacent islands which 
are destitute of an evangelical ministry.” 

This society has now eight missionaries stationed in the counties of Derby, 
Devon, Oxford, Somerset, Warwick, and the Scilly Islands, who are entirely de- 
voted to this work, and under the direction of the Committee. There are also 
upwards of sixty ministers, and occasional preachers of the gospel, who are as- 
sisted in defraying the expenses of their itinerant labours in the villages. Their 
exertions are carried on in upwards of 300 stations, situated in twenty-three dif. 
ferent counties in England, five in the principality of Wales, besides those which 
have lately been established on the adjacent islands of Guernsey, Jersey, and 
Scilly. Connected with these stations are seventy Sunday schools for children, 
and ten for adults, containing an aggregate number of at least 4000 children. 


ES Sime 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 

Tue Baptist Irish Society has now existed about seven years, and has already 
bestowed upon upwards of 20,000 poor children of Ireland the knowledge of 
reading, and many of them have been taught writing and arithmetic. There are 
upwards of 90 schools, in which the Irish and English languages are taught: 
these are founded in the province of Connaught, and in the counties of Clare 
and Cork. 

The simple plan upon which they have proceeded, of using the Holy Scriptures 
as the only school book for the children’s use, when they have become able to 
read, has been attended with great success: for though in some instances narrow 
minded Roman Catholic priests have opposed the schools on that account, others 
more liberally constituted have given them support; and in most cases the parents 
have been desirous of sending their children to obtain the advantages of educa- 
tion; as they could not believe that the scriptures would prove injurious to the 
minds of their offspring. 

The labours of the readers of the scriptures, both in English and Irish, have 
been very beneficial: seven of these men travel from place to place, inspecting 
the schools; and about fifteen are sabbath readers. 

The Society employs seven itinerant ministers; these are situated at Cork, 
Youngall, Thurles, Limerick, Tullamore, Athlone, and Ballina. 

The annual expenditure of the Society is 2000/., and its certain income not a 
quarter of thatsum. The treasurer has advanced about 150/. to discharge the 
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debts due at christmas last. The committee affectionately appeal to their Chris- 
tian friends to lend them that assistance which they so urgently require to carry 
on these necessary and beneficial operations. 


Extract from the Eleventh Report of the Sunday School Society for Ireland. 


At the commencement of the past year, the number of schools assisted by 
your suciety was, 1,091; the number of scholars reported in attendance, 113,525 ; 
the number of schools which have now been assisted, is 1,355, containing by the 
last returns 135,600 scholars: the increase during the pust year, taken in this point 
of view, amounts to 262 schools, and 22,075 scholars. 

During the last year gratuitous assistance has been afforded to 610 schools, of 
which 348 had received similar assistance in former years. This number exceeds 
that of the preceding year by 45 schools. 


—2 6 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Tut American Bible Society celebrated its fifth anniversary on Thursday, the 
10th of May. The officers and managers, and delegates from Auxiliary Societies, 
met at the managers room, in the New York Institution, at 9 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. General Matthew Clarkson, senior vice-president, took the chair, and the 
meeting of the Board was opened with reading the 72d Psalm, by the Rev. J. 
Day, L.L. D. president of Yale College. 

After attending to the ordinary business of the meeting, at 10 o’clock the 
Board of Managers, with the officers of the society, and the delegates from the 
auxiliaries, proceeded to the City Hotel, where a large number of ladies and gen- 
tlemen had assembled to witness the interesting proceedings of the day. At 
half past 10, the Hon. Elias Boudinot, president of the society, supported by 
Gen. Clarkson and Col. Varick, two of the vice-presidents, took the chair ; when 
the meeting was opened by the reading of the Ist chapter of Revelation, by the 
Rev. Dr. M‘Dowell, of Elizabethtown, N. J. 

Letters from several of the vice-presidents, apologizing for their necessary ab- 
sence from the meeting, were read :—after which, the business of the meeting 
commenced by the president’s address, which was read by the Rev. Dr. Milnor, 
the secretary for foreign correspondence. The treasurer’s report for the past 

_ year was then read by W. W. Woolsey, Esq. treasurer, by which it appeared that 
the receipts for the year ending the Ist of May, 1821, were 49,578 dollars and 34 
cents, and that the expenditures were 47,759 dollars and 60 cents. The Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Managers was then read by the Rev. Selah Strong Woodhull, 
secretary for domestic correspondence. From the report, it appears that the so- 
ciety have printed, during the past year, twenty-nine thousand Bibles, and twen- 
ty-four thousand Testaments. The whole number circulated since its formation, 
is 231,552. 

The Kentucky society have printed 2000 copies of the scriptures from the 
plates sent them by this society; and such is the demand, in the western parts 
of our country, that they are printing a second edition. Spanish Testaments have 
been sent to Buenos Ayres, and a new field has recently opened for the distribu- 
tion of the scriptures in the same language, in other parts of South America, and 
in Louisiana. The society have obtained the sanction and aid of the Secretary of 
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the Navy in distributing the scriptures through the United States’ Navy. Three 
thousand five hundred bibles have been appropriated for this purpose ; and 1600 
of that number have been distributed to the petty officers and seamen. Thirty 
auxiliary societies have been added during the past year; making the whole num- 
ber of auxiliary societies attached tothe parent institution, two hundred and 
thirty-nine. 

After the report was read, several resolutions were unanimously passed, the 
last of. which was as follows : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the society be given to the president for his con- 
tinued and watchful attention to its important interests : and that the society sin- 
cerely regret that his indisposition has prevented them from enjoying the benefit 
of his talents and services in conducting the whole proceedings of the present 
anniversary. 

On offering and seconding the several resolutions, each of the following gen- 
tlemen addressed the meeting: viz. Rev. Dr. Staughton, of the Baptist church, 
Philadelphia; John Griscom, of the Society of Friends, N. Y.; Rev. Mr. Truair, 
of the Presbyterian church, Cherry Valley, N. ¥Y.; Rev. Mr. Bangs, of the Meth- 
odist church, N. Y.; Hon. John T. Irving, N. Y.; Rev. Dr. Morse, New Haven, Con.; 
Rev. J M. Matthews, of the Reformed Dutch church, N, ¥.; and the Rev. John 
Sommerfield, of London. 

There was a more full attendance on this than on former anniversaries, and 
the exercises were such as would animate the Christian to renewed exertions in 
circulating the Bible. 


ED 6 a 


THE PHILADELPHIA BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Tue Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Bible Society of Philadelphia was held, 
agreeably to public notice, in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Fourth-street, 
(formerly the Philadelphia Academy), on Wednesday evening, May 2d, 1821. 

The Right Rev. Dr. White having taken the chair, opened the meeting by an 
address to the throne of grace. 

The Report of the Managers for the past year was then read by the Rev. Mr. 
Vanvieck.——-The following are extracts. 

* Although this Society, in common with other similar institutions, has felt the 
general pressure of the times, in regard to its pecuniary resources, during the 
past year, yet there is abundant cause for the liveliest gratitude towards an all 
bountiful God, for the means which he hath still afforded us, and the most powerful 
incitement to be more zealous, in using our best endeavours to promote the 
glorious object in view.” 

** From the statement now presented, it appears, that 4,435 Bibles and Testa- 
ments have been distributed by this Society since the last annual meeting ; of 
which number, 552 have been furnished for the use of Sunday Schools, at reduced 
prices; forming an aggregate of 57,865 copies of the sacred Scriptures, dissemi- 
nated by your Managers, since the commencement of this Society; besides 3750 
copies of portions of the scriptures, for the use of Sunday Schools ;—109,737 
copies of the Old and New Testaments have been printed with their stereotype 
plates, and an edition of 1000 New Testaments, and 500 Bibles, is now in the 
press.” 
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“ Let us pause and look around us. How glorious is the prospect that opens 
to our view '—Bible Institutions, almost without number, vie-with each other in 
diffusing the light of the gospel, and glitter, like so many stars, in the firmament 
of Christianity. Among these luminaries, which know of no other rivalship than 
that of emulating each other in the praise of Jehovah, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society still shines with superior lustre, as a star of the first magnitude. 
Next in brilliancy, among these constellations, shines the Russian Bible Society.”’ 

“In the rising prosperity and increasing exertions of the American Bible 
Society, we most cordially rejoice, and with all our heart wish them God speed.” 





REVIEW OF EVANGELICAL FEELING, 


As exhibited on the Minutes of the Baptist Associations throughout the 
United States. 

[This paper was made out by our brother the Rev. Dr. Price, just before leaving the United States for 
India. The Minutes of some Associations have come to hand since; but it is thought proper to 
publish the paper as Dr. Price left it.) 

Tue spirit of this world and the spirit of Christianity are as directly opposite 
as light and darkness, It is the command of the Saviour—“ Go ye rvro aut THE 
WORLD, AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE:” “ Deny rHysELF:” “To 
DO GOOD, AND TO COMMUNICATE, FORGET NOT: while the language of the worldly 
man is, “ Soul, take thine ease—lay up goods for many years.’ Into these two 
characters all the inhabitants of this earth are divided :—but so desirous are all 
men by nature to possess the good things of the present life, that even the pro- 
fessed f llowers of Christ have often so much of the spirit and temper of this 
world, that it is hard to distinguish them by their fruits from the most miserly 
worldlings. While it is a part of their creed that the gospel is to be preached 
to every creature, the means to accomplish this object are neglected. A pub- 
lic fund to be appropriated to the attainment of this end is discountenanced ; and 
leaving God to accomplish his promise by other means, they are satisfied to in- 
crease their private estate, to add field to field, and lay up for their children cer- 
ruptible riches. It is true God has promised the extension of the gospel through 
all the world—but he will perform this promise only by proper means, used in 
a proper manner. So the land of Canaan was positively promised to Abraham’s 
seed, yet they had to fight for it, as though it depended entirely on their own 
strength and skill in war. Ministers of the gospel are the soldiers through 
whose exertions the conquests of the Saviour are to be attained, and the word ot 
God the sword they wield. Hence the necessity of carrying the gospel into the 
eneiny’s country ; and, if we do not go as ministers and missionaries, of doing all 
in our power to be fellow-helpers to the truth, both in aiding the young ministers 
in obtaining a sufficient knowledge of the word of God, to be able to explain it 
with precision and accuracy, and then to support them while out in the war. 
Food and raiment are required by the missionary, and by every faithful minister, 
while he gives the whole of his time to the execution of his commission— Go 
and preach, 

What has been done in our land by the Baptists for the furtherance of the cause 
of Christ among the heathen, has been accomplished, hitherto, principally by so- 
cieties formed independently of associations ; so that from their minutes, 118 of 
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which have come to hand, an accurate statement of missionary feeling cannot be 
collected ; yet, as many associations are in the habit of making the subject o: 
missions a part of their business, and many others of mentioning it with appro- 
bation, it has been thought that a brief view of attention paid by the several as. 
sociations to missions, both foreign and domestic, to education of ministers, Sun. 
day schools, supplying of destitute churches, supporting ministers, &c. might 
prove serviceable in stirring up a similar spirit in all, than which nothing can be 
more appropriate to the occasion of their meetings. 

It is with heartfelt pleasure we commence this review with the young state of 

Marxr.—Out of five associations, containing altogether 9740 members, not one 
is lacking in expressions of concern for the prosperity of Zion, both at home and 
abroad. Foreign and Domestic Mission Societies, Education, Bible and Tract 

Societies, Sunday Schools, and Monthly Prayer Meetings for the spread of the 
gospel, are warmly patronized and recommended by them. Among the charita. 
ble evangelical societies formed among them, is one called the Maine Baptist 
Missionary Society, whose spirit may be judged of by the following extract from 
their records. 

“N.B. For the purpose of diffusing religious intelligence, and cherishing a 
missionary and benevolent spirit, all benevolent societies, whose secretary sliall 
notify the secretaries of the Maine Baptist Missionary and Education Societies, 
viz. Elder John Haines of Livermore, and Elder Ripley of Portland, shall be fur- 
nished, gratis, with a file of the Christian Watchman and American Baptist 
Magazine. 

New Hamesutre—Presents also a very pleasing prospect. Religion has re. 
vived under the faithful preaching of domestic missionaries, sent out by a socie- 
ty called the Wew Hampshire Baptist Domestic Missionary Society, whose active 
operations have been instrumental in eftecting the salvation of many souls. The 
Foreign Mission is also encouraged, Sabbath schools recommended, the support 
and education of ministers promoted ; on this latter subject, we extract the follow- 
ing from the circular of the Salisbury Association. 

‘‘ Those ministers who are too indulent to give themselves to reading and med- 
itation, and too self-sufficient to avail themselves of those aids which science 
and literatare are fitted to afford, will generaliy neither profit nor please.” 
€ Much laudable exertion is making in our own denomination, as well as in others, 
to afford young men in the ministry the opportunity of an education.” 

Vermont.—The minutes from this state afford us much pleasure. Each asso- 
ciation appears mindful of the debt they owe to the destitute. Liberal contri- 
butions for Foreign and Domestic Missions, supplies of money, clothing, &c. 
for young men studying to show themselves well approved workmen in the min- 
istry, testify that our brethren here live not for themselves alone, as do also the 
following: 

1. “ We rejoice that the light of the gospel of Christ is making its way 
through the mists of darkness that cover the earth; that a spirit of missionary 
exertion has been greatly excited ; that prejudice, that bane of Christian fellowship, 

is fast losing its hold among the brethren of our denomination.” “ From the 
great diffusion of knowledge, we must suppose that our brethren in general are 
made acquainted with the wants of millions of perishing heathen. It is import- 
ant that we practically commence more efficient measures for the dissemination 
























































of d 
ing | 
awa) 
wou! 
cieti 
2. 
His 
M 
bour 
spic' 
It 
to sa 
occu 
titut 
ren 
then 
the | 
the « 
ec’ 
prea 
by tk 
The 
nott 
of li 
Ri 
Spiri 
sinne 
ce 
minis 
“ce 7 
Savi 
Ti 
tenti 
also 
“ 
Spir 
year, 
the g 











Review of Evangelical Feeling. 443 


of divine knowledge.” ‘* The objections that heretofore have arisen against giv- 
ing the ministers of Christ an education, we are happy to say, are fast wearing 
away. Itis evident, that be that teacheth, must first himself be taught. We 
would earnestly recommend the more general establishment of education so- 
cieties.”” 

2. “The standard of our Redeemer is already planted on the Burman shore. 
His banner is unfurled in {ndia’s climes. ‘The isles of the sea learn bis name.” 

MassacuuseTts.—In this region we are happy to find our denomination sharing 
bountifully in those showers of Divine grace which have produced eifects so con- 
spicuous on the map of the Christian world. 

It would be vain to attempt a full account of all that has been done. Suffice it 
to say, that in every association the subject of missions and ministerial education, 
occupies a large proportion of attention. Very much has been done for the des- 
titute at home, and very much abroad. Education societies among the breth- 
ren of our denomination received their earliest patronage in this state, and from 
thence also the soldiers of the cross have actually ventured, sword in hand, into 
the enemy’s country, forsaking home and all its sweets, and even risking life in 
the attempt. 

“ The command of Christ to his apostles was, ‘ Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” Would this command bave been obeyed 
by them, if they had remained at Jerusalem? But there they couid not remain. 
The gospel must be spread: ‘ They went every where preaching the word.” Does 
not this command come with equal force to ail who are in possession of the word 
of life.’  Toexpect the end, without the use of means, 1s presumption.” 

Ruope Istanp.—* On several of our churches, the recent effusions of the Holy 
Spirit have been unusually glorious: and hundveds, it is believed, of ransomed 
sinners, have returned to God ” 

** We discover an increasing desire on the part of our young candidates for the 
ministry, to gain some education preparatory to that great and important work.” 

“ The glory of God, the voice of humanity, and the express command of our 
Saviour, emphatically proclaim, Evanceuizi raz worn.” 

The destitute churches and neighbourhoods at home, share largely in the at- 
tention of the associations. Friendly exchange among ministering brethren is 
also freguent. 

** Upon tle state of Rhode Island, our God has been pleased to pour out his 
Spirit in a copious manner, and more than one thousand souls have, within one 
year, been added to the church of Christ, that has a foundation, against which 
the gates of hell shall not prevail.” 

Connecticut.—In this state the cause of missions is warmly espoused in ail 
the associations. Besides lending their yearly pecuniary aid, we find the tollow- 
iog recommendation in the Stonington Union Association, 

“The association recommends to the churches to meet on the first Monday of 
each month, in the afternoon or evening, to implore the great Head of the church 
to second the endeavours of his servants in spreading the gospel among the hea- 
then, it being the time devoted to that purpose generally tiroughout the Ciris- 
tian world.” 

* As it respects the kingdom of {mmanvust inthe earth, prospects are truly en- 
couraging.” We live at an eveatfui period. Jehovah has been, and still is, 















































































teh THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


doing great things among the nations of the earth. The light of the gospei js 
even now diffusing more extensively its influences, while thousands of poor 
perishing sinners, both in our own land, and among the benighted heathen, with 
joy draw water out of the wells of salvation.” ‘ Yet the Saviour calls for the 
united exertion of all the subjects of his grace.”” “ We therefore beseech and 
exhort you, as you desire the glory of Christ, and the salvation of your fellow 
men, that you continue to aid the mission ; for it must appear to every observer, 
that missionary efforts are one particular means owned and blessed of God, for 
the accomplishment of those glorious things spoken concerning Zion.” 

New Yorx.—We have before us minutes from eighteen associations in this 
state ; and it affords us peculiar pleasure to notice that, out of so large a number, 
not one is wanting in expressions of zealous concern for the spread of the Re- 
deemer’s cause in the world, while many of them stand foremost in the rank of 
fellow-workers with Immanuel. It would afford much interest could we make 
large extracts from the pious aspirations which every where abound through the 
letters and minutes. The following is the language of the Ontario Association, 
and is a specimen of the general spirit. 

* It is devoutly to be hoped that those who pray for the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom, and appear to feel a lively interest in reformations, will accompany their 
prayers with alms. The Christian who, at such a time as the present, is content 
to do little or nothing for the advancement of the visible kingdom of Christ in 
the world, has but too much reason to doubt his own sincerity.” ‘ Therefore, 
brethren, let us bring our tithes and our offerings to the treasury of the Lord, 
and no longer consider this command obeyed by empty words; but honour the 
Lord with our substance, and the first fruits of all our increase. Thus may we rea- 
sonably hope for his blessings.” 

New Jersry.—The brethren meeting in an associate capacity in this portion of 
our beloved country, manifest that charity, which, commencing at Jerusalem, 
spreads itself to meliorate the condition of all the world. The cause of Foreign 
Missions is never forgotten by them, while the destitute at home are always in 
lively remembrance, and many in their own borders yearly rise up to call them 
blessed, for the supplies of the word of life so faithfully provided. We extract 
the following : 

“Honour the Lord with your substance, by contributing all you are able to 
spare, to the support of the gospel, at home and abroad.” 

“Much still remains to be done, which we are desirous to accomplish. Our 
duty to God and to our fellow-creatures, require that we should lay these things 
to heart, and feel and do more for the perishing around.” 

** Although it is our province to pay attention to that part of the wall which 
is over against our own house, still we are desirous, according to our ability, to 
promote the prosperity at large of the city of which we form a part; we feel our- 
selves, therefore, particularly called upon to participate in sentiments of brother- 
ly affection to all who love Zion, who are fellow citizens with ourselves of that 
happy city, and are instrumental in extending the Redeemer’s cause to the desti- 
tute, in directing the healing waters of the sanctuary to flow to all people.” 

Pennsrtvanta.—“ The Philadelphia Association recommends frequent meet- 
ings among the churches for solemn prayer, for the spread of the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus. They would suggest their meeting the first Monday in every month, 
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after the manner of thousands of Christians on each side of the Atlantic.”———— 
** God condescends to accept the services of his people, and to make use of 
them in bringing about his gracious purposes ; nay, he calls upon them to come 
up “to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” “ And who can be happy 
and deny himself the privilege of aiding and joiniag in this good work now per- 
forming?” ‘For if we hoid our peace, and refuse our aid, then there shall en- 
largement and deliverance arise from other means to God’s heritage, and we 
shall lose the happiness arising from so blessed an employment.” ‘Such an ex- 
tending system and general movements, all having the same grand point, was 


never before exhibited, and is, we trust, a certain indication that the work is of 


God, and will prosper.””—Redstone Baptist Association. 

Detaware.—We find here a pleasing intercourse with the Board of Missions, 
a good degree of zeal for the promotion of the cause of Christ among the desti- 
tute in their own borders, and a spirit of love to the spread of the gospel, as 
evinced in the following sentence in their corresponding letter. 

“The gradual increase of the gospel, together with the missionary spirit that 
in almost every place appears to prevail, leads us to believe that prophecies are 
actually fulfilling. ‘ Thy kingdom come.’ ” 

For the encouragement of brethren in this small portion of the vineyard, we 
submit the following Tanxe, showing the annual amount of a weekly subscription. 


Number At one At two At six At twelve Annual amount at 


of cent a cents a cents a cents a twenty-five cents a 
Persons. Week. Week. Week. Week. Week. 

1 52 1 04 3 12 6 24 13 00 

4 2 08 4 16 12 48 24 96 52 00 

8 4 16 8 32 24 96 49 92 114 00 
10 § 20 10 40 31 20 62 40 130 00 
16 8 $2 16 64 49 92 99 84 208 00 
24 12 48 24 96 74 68 149 76 312 00 


This last sum, 312 dollars, will print 312,000 pages of tracts ; or it will sup- 
ply 600 destitute families with the word of God, or it will support 25 heathen 
children at a Christian school. Who would not effect so much good ? 

Manrianp.—On each shore of this state we find a society for Domestic Mis- 
sions, whose object is to aid poor and destitute churches in the support of the 
gospel ministry, and to supply destitute neighbourhoods with the gospel. We 
also notice on the eastern shore a friendly correspondence with the General 
Board of Missions, and the following truly missionary spirit breathed in their 
circular. 

“Permit us to state to you, brethren, a fact which is probably but partially 
known, not merely because it has a bearing on our own denomination, but be- 
cause of its connexion with the present state of the church of Jesus Christ. In the 
year 1784, at an association of the ministers and messengers of the Baptist church- 
es in England, situated in the counties of Northampton, Leicester, &c. the first 
Monday in every month was established through the associations as a time of 
meeting for prayer for the general revival and spread of religion. Other associa 
tions and churches entered into the same measure. ‘Brethren of other denomi. 
nations formed a similar resolution, and adopted the practice.” ‘“ And mark the 
answer. It is since that period that missiomary and Bible societies, and similar 
institutions, have sprung into existence, and exhibited a character fur zeal and 
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usefulness before unknown” ‘: Howunlike to what is popularly called the Lord’s 
prayer, in which nearly half the petitions respect the display of Divine glory, is 
that address to heaven, where requests fur the prosperity of the kingdom of the 
Son of God are not to be found. Surely such prayers are deplorably defective.” 

Viners14,—In the minutes before us from this state, we find much to rejoice 
the heart, although in general our brethren in this region are not in the habit of 
bringing the subject of missions so efficiently before them as their numbers and 
respectability might warrant us to expect. The following are very limited ex- 
tracts. 

‘‘ The extension and success of missionary exertions, demonstrates that the 
followers of Christ have awakened to his parting injunctions, ‘Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations ;’ and the special manifestations of Divine goodness, in the 
great revivals of religion in the regions where missions have originated, lead us 
to the joyful recollection of the promise; Lo, J am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.” 

“The mighty efforts of Bible Societies would suffice to distinguish the pre- 
sent time above every other since the day of Pentecost.” 

“The committee appointed to report a plan for the education of young men 
who are called of God to preach the gospel, submitted the same, and are request- 
ed to amend the plan, and present it to the next association.” 

“This system (of Sunday schools) which had its origin as early as 1782, with 
Robert Raikes, a printer, of Gloucester in England, has now undergone great 
improvements, and has already extended its influence and benefits to thousands 
of human beings in Europe and America, and to no inconsiderable number in 
Asia and Africa.” 

*¢ Would it not be adviseable for the association to recommend and furnish in 
their minutcs a form for constituting Sunday school societies, and for regulating 
and organizing Sunday schools ?” 

Norrs Carourss.—In most of the associations in this state, we see a spirit of 
friendship and intercourse with the Board of the General Convention, and in some 
instances, Domesiic Missions, Sunday Schools, and Education Societies, are re- 
recommended. We cannot deny ourseives the pleasure of inserting the follow- 
ing concluding remarks from the French Broad circular. 

“Wake up, Christians, and see at Rangoon, a Judson and Colman, &c. at Ser- 
ampore and Calcutta, a Carey, Marshman and Ward, translating, printing, and 
preaching the scripture to the blinded, stupid worshippers of their dumb idols, 
until many are already converted, and many natives have become preachers of the 
gospel, and many more acknowledged Christ. All denominations of Christians 
appear to be enlisting in this great and glorious work. We see Ethiopia stretch- 
ing forth her hands to the Lord. The tawny sons of the forest say ‘Come over and 
help us,’ and thus Bible societies are formed for the purpose of sending the scrip- 
tures into every place. Tract Societies, Mission Societies, Sunday School Asso- 
ciations, Monthly Concert Prayer meetings, are the powerful engines to defeat 
our grand and powerful enemies, and to subdue the world to the obedience of the 
faith. And permit us, dear brethren, to add, that we conscientiously view Edu- 
cation Societies not among the least powerful weapons. Here we hope there will 
be a number of faithful young ministers prepared to go into the field of battle. 
in this we should. all engage heart and hand. Do not understand us, that we be- 
lieve human learning sufficient to make a faithful preacher: but it is evidently 
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of real benefit to the Christian minister in rightly dividing the word of truth.”-— 
“If we expect great things, we must attempt great things.” 

Sours Carotina.—The minutes from this state have given us so much plea. 
sure, that we have turned them over again and again for the gratification of pe- 
rusing them, and as often to determine what to select as a specimen of the gen- 
eral spirit. Many among the heathen abroad, and the destitute at home, will 
doubtless arise to call them blessed, for their enlarged exertions and donations. 
The importance of educated preachers is highly appreciated by them: for while 
their contributions promote the instruction of young men at home, the genera! 
cause is not forgotten ; from one association 500 dollars is sent to help support 
the Institution of the General Convention. Besides all this, we have great satis- 
faction in beholding a contemplated-pnion of all into one delegated body, to be 
called the South Carolina State Convention. May their varied and noble exer- 
tions increase and prosper more and more abundantly. 

** Almost every breeze wafts to our delighted ears, some pleasing intelligence 
of renewed exertions in the cause of truth. Societies are forming in all parts of 
Christendom to disseminate the light of Divine truth among those who have long 
sat in darkness. From what has been done in the last twenty years, wé could 
hardly be surprised if twenty years to come should put the bible into every lan- 
guage under heaven, and send missionaries, more or less, to every benighted dis- 
trict onearth. Let benevolent exertions increase in the ratio of the past seven 
years, and God add his blessing, and half a century will evangelize the world, and 
set every desert with temples devoted to the God of heaven.” 

Grone1a.—Here also we find exertions ona large scale for the diffusing of 
light to the dark and benighted corners of the earth. A spirit of harmony and 
affectionate intercourse with the Buptist General Convention, and of private exer- 
tion for the supply of the destitute on their own borders, and recommendation: 
of Sunday Schools, Bible Societies, Tract Societies, and Monthly Concert Prayer 
meetings, are symptoms of love for the cause that do not often deceive. Out of 
many similar expressions we select the following. 

‘* Wear brethren, We hail the auspicious day in which it is our felicity to live 
a day which opens to our view such fields of usefulness; and presents so 
many motives with inviting ardour to engage in the holy pieasure. And it gives 
us additional joy to reflect, that the Georgia Association has not been wanting, 
when the “tribes of the Lord came up to his help against the mighty!’ Mav 
the God of all grace make you steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord! And in his good pleasure awake, and bring forward any that 
may be asleep, till all who are called by the name of the Lord, shall each for 
himself say with divine fervour, “Here am 1, Lord, send me.” 

‘* Missionary labours God has owned and blessed in the four quarters of the 
globe in a high degree. This is the Saviour’s method of evangelizing the world - 
‘** Go ye therefore and teach all nations,” &c. 

Mississier1.—We rejoice to behold our churches exhibiting such promising 
prospects in this young state. Although the associations have been but lately 
formed, the cause of missions anc ministerial education bas assumed alrea‘ly 
considerable importance in their meetings. 

“While we contemplate the great and glorious events which are now taking 
place in the kingdom ef God on earth, we feel desirous to contribute our feeble 
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endeavours towards the promotion of this best of causes; and, if possible, to stir 
up the pure minds of our brethren to a remembrance of the great and import- 
ant duties the gospel inculcates.” 

“We likewise bear of the most gracious visitations of the churches in New 
York, Virgima, Kentucky, Georgia, and Tennessee, which, together with the op. 
erations now going forward for the evangelizing of the whole world, cause our 
drooping heads to be raised, and our languishing spirits to revive.” 

** Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended te our sister associations, that 
we meet annually by delegates appointed, not to exceed five from each associa. 
tion, in one general meeting, for the purpose of corresponding, and eliciting the 
energics of the whole in aid of the missionary cause, and other benevulent and 
evangelical objects: also, that any coliectiens made from imdividuals or church. 
es, especially for the Missionary or Education Society, be transmitted to the 
funds of these societies.” 

Trnnesser.— Received information through our Corresponding Secretary, 
that the kingdom of Immanuel is still spreading in the United States, and that 
the cause of missions among the heathen is still prosperous ; and we pray God 
to spread the victories of his kingdom through the world.” 

We presume that our brethren are disposed not only to pray, but to labour and 
to contribute of what they possess, for the furtherance of this blessed cause. 
Much might be done without any diminution of our real comforts, or of our 
means of doing good in other ways. 

Christian females might set apart for some profitable employment, the first 
Monday of every month; and devote the proceeds to the cause of Him who 
laboured, suffered and died for them all. Mechanics, manufacturers, and others, 
might do the same. To labour for the cause of Christ, is as much a duty as to 
pray for it. 

Kentoucky.—* It appears abundantly evident, that God designs the gospel to 
be published among the heathen; and who knows, but that this is to be the 
grand epoch in the annals of subsequent history, which shall be recorded by na- 
tions yet unborn, that during this age God, in a wonderful manner, began to 
gather in ‘ the heathen for an inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for 
a possession ?”” 

“ Brethren, let us meditate by day and by:night ; let us read and consider, let 
us pause and reflect; let us guard against misrepresentation, for doubtless the 
time spoken of above is yet to come, or is now beginning to bud; and if we are 
not disposed to aid the missionary cause, let us not throw obstacles in the way, 
for if the work be of God, it will doubtless prosper, but if of men, it will of jt. 
self come to naught.”—Elkhorn Association. 

‘* a letter from the Board of Foreign Missions, from which we learn that 
our Redeemer’s kingdom is still progressing, even in the dark domains of igno- 
rance and superstition. We trust the Lord will carry on his work, until a 
knowledge of himself shall cover the earth, as the waters do the great deep.”— 
Little River. 

6 ———— agreed that we advise the churches in our union, to aid said society, 
[for educating young men for the gospel ministry } by raising what funds they can, 
and immediately forwarding them to the secretary of the Board, or sending them 
to the next association, to be sent on for said purpose.’’—Bracken. 
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Oa1o.—We notice among our brethren in this state, many interested for the 
support of the Indian station at Fort Wayne. The cause of education is es- 
poused by some. The Foreign Mission is also in kind remembrance, if we may 
judge by the following extract from the records of the Columbus Association. 

“‘ We were strongly impressed with a sense of the delicate situation, in which 
our faithful and zealous missionaries in Burmah were placed, on account of the 
gloomy prospects before them ; ——~ let us however pray that He who governs the 
destinies of nations, and sends his gospel with attendant success, wherever it may 
please him, would bring light out of this dark dispensation, and bless the united 
efforts of the Christian world to eradicate idolatry from the face of the earth.” 

«‘__—- we wish to encourage the great undertaking, by promoting a missionary 
spirit.” We bless God that there appears a growing concern in us for the spread 
of his gospel among the destitute and perishing children of men, and we rejoice 
at the opening prospects and exertions that are making by our brethren, and else- 
where, to send the good news of salvation to those who are likely to perish.” — 
Mad River. 

Missovurt.—* Read with pleasure a circular letter from the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, and referred the same to a committee of arrangement to pre- 
pare an answer.” 

With ardent feelings of gratitude to God for what we have now witnessed, we 
rise from our task, praying that He who rolls on his undisturbed purposes to 
their final accomplishment—may increase among us, those prayers and efforts 
which have in view the glory of our God in the salvation of the souls of men 








ORDINATION. 


REV. SPENCER CLACK, AND REV. JOHN C. HARRISON. 

ON the evening of Tuesday, the 17th of July, in the Baptist meeting house in 
Sansom-street, Philadelphia, Mr. Spencer Crack and Mr. Joun C. Hannisox, 
students of the Institution who have just completed their course, were solemnly 
set apart by ordination to the work of evangelists. ’ 

The exercises were opened by singing. The Rev. John P. Peckworth prayed, 
and delivered an animated discourse agreeable to the occasion, from Acts xx. 24. 

_“ To testify the gospel of the grace of God.” The Rev. Mr. Chase proposed to 
the candidates the customary questions, and received the most satisfactory replies. 
The imposition of the hands of the Presbytery succeeded, during which the Rev. 
Dr. Allison prayed. The right hand of fellowship was then offered by the Rev. Mr 
Chase and the rest of the ministering brethren. The Bible was presented by the 
Rev. Mr. Roberts of the Great Valley, accompanied with many solemn and appre- 
priate observations. A hymn was sung, after which an affectionate charge was 
given by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, from Hebrews xiii. 17. “‘ They watch for souls, 
as they that must give account.” The services were peculiarly solemn and de- 
lightful. The countenafces of each of the ministering brethren, and especially 
that of each of the candidates, seemed to say, 

** Awake, my dormant zeal! for ever flame 

With generous ardour for immortal souls ; 

And may my head, my tongue, my heart, my all;- 

Spend and be spent in service so divine.” 
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THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION. 
ON Wednesday, the 25th of July, 1821, a public examination of the students 
in the Institution for improving the education of pious young men called to the 
ministry, took place. The exercises were opened with prayer, at half past 9 o’clock 
in the morning, by the Rev. James M‘Laughlin, one of the Vice Presidents of the 
General Convention, and continued until 2 0’clock. The clusses afferded evidence, 
highly satisfactory, of their progress in the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, 
Their resolution of algebraic problems, and their answers to the questions pro- 
posed on a General System of Natural History, discovered the intensity of their 
application to these informing branches of education. The examination embraced 
the Dissertations of Lowth on Hebrew Poetry, the works of Campbell on the 
proper mode of investigating the sacred writings, the principles to be regarded 
in the composition of sermons, and criticisms on the Greek language, ef import- 
ance in vindicating the entire harmony of the sacred writings of the Evangelists. 
The promptness and propriety of the replies of the students, were as gratifying to 
all who witnessed the exercises, as they were honourable to the pupils themselves, 
At half past 3 o’clock, a public meeting was held in the Baptist meeting house 
in Sansom-street, when, after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Rice, Dissertations, com. 
posed by the students whose term at the Institution was completed, were read to 
an attentive assembly. 
Mr. Harrison.—-On the Moral Tendency of the Distinguishing Doctrines of the 
Gospel. 

Mr. Hannep.—On the choice of Texts for Sermons. 

Mr. Keexrnc.—On the proper Treatment of the Difficulties which occur in 
Revelation. 

Mr. Warrr.—On the Use which a Preacher should make of a Knowledge of 

the Original Languages and Learned Criticisms 

Mr. Cracx.—On the Character and Offices of the Holy Ghost. 

Mr, Browy.—On the Objection that Herod’s slaying the children at Bethlehem, 
as stated in Matt. ii. 16. is not mentioned by Josephus. 

Mr. Lxyxv.—On Preaching Christ Crucified. 

A charge was then delivered by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, who closed the 
services by prayer and a benediction. 











OBITUARY. 





REY. THOMAS SCOTT, D. D. 


dN Monday evening, April 26, 1821. about seven o’clock, died, at his resi 
dence, aged seventy-four, the Rev. Thomas Scott, the venerable Rector of Aston 
Sanford, Bucks, and author of a well known and celebrated Commentary on the 
Old and New Testaments. This great and good man was laid by only five Lord’s 
days from his public ministry. His illness was a gradual decay of nature; and, 
with the exception of a few short intervals of delirium occasioned by fever, the 
state of his mind was peaceable, and his hope through grace unshaken. . 
To feel more conformity to the holy and glorious Saviour, was his daily «de- 
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sire. He often exclaimed, “1 can never be satisfied with any thing short of 
awaking after the lovely likeness of my God, in glory.” In the whole of his af- 
fiction he displayed a noble and disinterested indifference to himself, with the 
most tender and sympathetic concern for his attendanis, and with great fervour 
poured out affectionate petitions for all the ministers of Christ, and the different 
denominations of Christians around him. 

Much as his natural feelings used to revolt at the final conflict with death, 
the king of terrors, his last moments were truly delightful. Without pain or 
struggle he reclined in the arms of a beloved (adopted) child, with a smile on 
his countenance, while the immortal inhabitant left its tabernacle of clay, for “a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”” In him the church of Eng- 
jand has Jost one of her brightest luminaries ; Scriptural Calvinism one of its 
best defenders ; the religion of Christ, in ali its practical effects, one of its most 
strenuous promoters ; the Baptist mission, with Drs. Carey and Ryland, an enthu- 
siastic admirer; and the church and the world, one of their most fervent and ef. 
fectual intercessors at the throne of grace. 


The following two letters taken from the English Baptist Magazine, were writien 
by his son to an intimate friend, the former three duys preceding, and the latter 
the day following his father’s decease. 


REY. AND DEAR SIR, Aston Sanford, April 13, 1821. 


Stverat of us assembled here feel great regret, that, amidst the multitude of 


things which have occupied our time, and pressed upon our feelings, we should 
have neglected to make any direct communication concerning the state of my 
dear father to you—so old, so kind, and valued afriend. His warfare is nearly 
accomplished. We are daily, and almost hourly, looking for his dismissal. In- 
deed we have been doing so for some time past, and it is wonderful! that he should 
still survive, considering his extreme weakness, and that for the last fortuight 
his pulse has been at the rate of from 150 to 170. His public testimony must be 
considered as having been closed on the first Sunday in March; on which day he 
preached in the morning, and expounded to his people in the evening. He took 
cold, and though that seemed to be going off, an attack of fever succeeded, and he 
has been gradually growing worse ever since. It is a fortnight ago last Tuesday 
since his physician gave up all hope of his recovery, and on several occasions his 
end has seemed just at hand: but the “iron strength,” as he expressed it, of his 
constitution, still holds out, and causes his sufferings to be protracted. For some 
time I was detained from him, by my wife’s expected confinement, while all the 
rest of his family were assembled around him; but being at length released, and 
all guing on well, I repaired hither, little expecting to see him alive; and my 
brothers have been forced to return for a time to their respective cures. 

Though this is happily no case in which we are left to form our hopes from the 
death-bed scene, yet you will be anxious to learn the state of the dear venerable 
sufferer’s mind. So worn down as his spirits were, with unremitied and ulmost 
unrelieved labour; shut out as he was from almost all intercourse from his ex 
treme deafness; highly nervous, and suffering from the daily paroxysms of fever ; 
we could never reasonably expect that he should escape the feelings of dejection 
and gloom. Accordingly, he has suffered much from that source ; has often writ 
ten bitter things against himself; recalled all his short comings and misrequitals 
of the loving kindness of the Lord, with every aggravation, and deep anguish of 
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heart ; and would hardly allow passages to be applied to him, which speak com. 
fort to the believer ; but could only take hold of those which warrant the chief 
of sinners to come to the Saviour. This was often the case to a degree that was 
very painful to our feelings. He seemed to “‘ walk in darkness, and have no 
light.” Yet even when “ joy and peace” were most wanting, all other “ fruits of 
the Spirit” have been obvious in him, and abundant to every eye but his own ; such 
patience; such deep humility; such exclusive and earnest adherence to Christ ; 
such justifying of God, “ Thou art righteous ;” such awful abhorrence of sin; 
such abounding love and benediction to every body about him; such tender and 
minute attention, indeed, to all their feelings ; with such concern for the honour 
and glory of God in the world; such a display of all these things as was most 
edifying ; indeed, with the solemnity of manner, and emaciation of countenance, 
which appear in him, the effect was often truly sublime. You must not, how. 
ever, suppose that gloom always prevailed. At one time, indeed, after a most 
solemn and affecting celebration of the Lord’s supper with his sorrowing family, 
a delightful season of peace, and even triumph, succeeded. ‘‘ This,” said he, “ig 
heaven begun. | have done with darkness for ever—for ever ! satan is vanquish 
ed. Nothing now remains but salvation, with eternal glory—eternal glory !”~— 
This was before [came. It did not indeed continue : ‘* The clouds,” as he said, 
*‘ returned after the rain :”’ but still it shed a bright ray on the scene. And now 
I am happy to say, as his weakness increases, I hope his positive suffering is ha- 
bitually less ; and his mind appears generally calm and cheerful. He says very 
little, but what he does drop is of a gratifying kind. On the whole, bis closing 
scene, notwithstanding these passing clouds, is evidently worthy of his Christian 
character and hopes : and we have great cause to bless God without ceasing on 
his behalf. Certainly we ought also to be much edified and excited by what we 
witness. At times he expresses considerable apprehension of the pang of death 
itself. I hope in this his fears may prove groundless. Iam sure your prayers 
for him will not be wanting while he continues; and when any change takes 
place, we will not fail to inform you. 

I do not know whether you are aware that he has written a memoir of hisown 
life. To edit, and probably extend this, will be an early object of our care ; and 
any observations from you on the subject, after a little time has elapsed, wiil be 
highly valued. Numerous valuable letters of his are abroad in the world; many, 
J should apprehend, in your hands. If you would even now be looking them 
over, with a view to the use which may be made of them, we should be obliged 
to you. Iam, reverend and dear sir, yours very faithfully, J. S. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, Aston Sanford, April 17, 1821. 


Ix fulfilment of my promise, I write again. ‘ His warfare is accomplished” 
My dear father departed in “ perfect peace” toa better world, about seven o’clock 
last night. Nota struggle, nor a groan, nor a sigh, discomposed his last mo- 
ments. With his intellect perfectly clear, he quietly and gradually ceased to 
breathe—no more—while my mother and sister, as well as myself, could took on 
and be comforted. Blessed be God! not one thing that my dear father had fear 
ed came upon him. Indeed, one after another, all his fears dispersed. Thus has 

tod been better to him and to us than our hopes, as well as than our fears. My 
mother and sister ate quite as well as could be expected, and join in best re- 
spects with, dear sir, Yours, faithfully and affectionately, J. 8. 
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